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est. september 18, 1947



harlan eugene (gene) armstrong

Gene Armstrong was born in Gridley, Kansas, son of Tony & Lorena (Shobe) 
Armstrong on August 10, 1933. He joined the US Air Force in 1951 at the age 
of 18. As part of his military training, Gene attended administrative classes at 
the University of Connecticut and met his future wife, Georgette Haddad. He 
served in Okinawa during the Korean War from 1951-1953. When he 
returned stateside, he and Georgette were married in Willimantic, Connecti-
cut. 
From 1953-1955, Gene was stationed at O�utt AFB in Omaha, Nebraska 
working in the administrative o�ce. The young couple welcomed their �rst 
child, Harlan Michael (Mike) Armstrong in 1954. In 1955, Gene was trans-
ferred to Mc Connell AFB in Wichita, KS working in Flight Operations & Mis-
sile Safety. This same year, daughter Toni Elaine (Armstrong) Allen was born. 
Gene spent his remaining military service at Mc Connell AFB until his retire-
ment in 1969 as a Captain.
Gene then attended the University of Nebraska at Omaha and received his 
Bachelor of Science degree with a major in Business and minor in Economics 
in 1969. After college, Gene moved his family back t Wichita where he began 
a 20-year career with Manpower, retiring as Vice President/General Manager. 
Permanent retirement brought Gene and Georgette back home to Burling-
ton, KS in 1998. Gene passed away on May 10, 2005 and has left a lasting 
legacy of service and family with two children, son Mike and wife Jackie; 
daughter Toni and husband Tom Allen; three grandchildren: Erin Mechell 
Legge Reed, Jessica Lynn Legge Trujillo and April Armstrong Brown; and six 
great grandchildren; Rachael Ann Reed, Hunter Gary Reed, Cameron Edward 
Reed, Austin Michael Brown, Adlai Jace Brown and Ashton William Brown.

Sponsored by Georgette Armstrong

burlington, kansas



burlington, kansas

Rocky L. Atkinson was born and lived in Fall River, KS the son of Ira and Betty Lou
Atkinson. He lived there until age 9 when he moved with his family to Burlington. 
Rocky spent from 5th grade through high school graduation in the Burlington school 
system where he graduated in 1972. He continued his education at Allen County Junior 
College, Iola, KS and then at Washburn University in Topeka, KS where he graduated 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in 1976.

Rocky returned to Burlington where he worked as a Burlington Police O�cer for the 
city before becoming a Kansas Highway Patrol Trooper in Wamego, KS. He had been 
attempting to obtain a job at a  Federal Law Enforcement Agency but without Veterans’ 
Preference he had thus far been unsuccessful. To assist in obtaining that federal job, 
Rocky entered the United State Air Force in 1982. He attended Basic Training and Tech-
nical School in San Antonio, TX before being assigned to the 314th Security Police 
Squadron at Little Rock Air Force Base, Arkansas, where he served as the Law
Enforcement Desk Sergeant at the rank of Sergeant. During his four years of active 
duty, Rocky was deployed with a 44 - man Base Defense Team for the invasion of
Grenada. Operation Urgent Fury was to rescue a group of United States college 
students who were attending medical school in Grenada. After four years active duty, 
Rocky was able to obtain a Federal Investigator job which he had been attempting to 
get. While stationed at Little Rock AFB, Rocky met and married Jerri A. Hobbs. Rocky 
spent a total of 32 years as a Federal Agent, most of the time working for the
Department of Defense in College Station, TX, Shreveport, LA, New Orleans, LA,
Oklahoma City, OK, and Miami, FL. 

Rocky retired as the Agent in Charge of a team of investigators and is now retired and 
living with his wife, Jerri in Hot Springs, Arkansas.

Sponsored by Betty Lou Atkinson

 rocky l. atkinson



waverly, kansas

Ernest Dale Chapman enlisted in the United States Air 
Force in December 1951.

At the time many were being drafted into the Marine 
Corps so Dale chose to enlist in the Air Force.  Many were 
at Lackland Air Force Base for Basic Training and therefore 
Dale was sent to Sheppard Air Force Base at Wichita Falls, 
Texas.

Dale passed away in 1994 but served a full 20 years in the 
Air Force before retiring in January of 1972.

Sponsored by Marcella Chapman

dale chapman



lyle w. clark
burlington, kansas



john s. collins
waverly, kansas



william j. collins
waverly, kansas



burlington, kansas

Earl was born east of Burlington, in Co�ey County, KS on
November 27, 1929. He joined the Air Force in 1948. He was
stationed in many places during his time of service.

Those included: 

Williams AFB, Chandler, AZ; Scott AFB, Belleville, IL; Bushey Park 
AFB, London, UK; Grandview AFB, Grandview, MO; Keesler AFB, 
Biloxi, MS; Olmstead AFB, Middletown, PA; Kunsan AFB, Korea; 
Wright-Patterson AFB, Dayton, Ohio; Cigli AFB, Izmir, Turkey; and 
Luke AFB, Phoenix, AZ.

He was in AIO until 1956 when he cross trained and became an Air 
Tra�c Controller. He retired in 1968.

After coming home, he was Undersheri� of Co�ey County under 
Clarence Roth of two years (1973-1974). He became Co�ey County 
Sheri� from 1975-1989. He was the last Sheri� to live in the old 
jail. Earl passed away November 1, 2011.

Sponsored by Helen Freeman

earl b. freeman



william “chief” e. gorge

William E. “Chief” Gorge served for 30 years from
December 7, 1961 – January 1, 1992 in the U.S. Air Force. 

Chief served in Vietnam/SE Asia and Operation Desert Shield/Storm.

William received the Meritorious Service Medal with 3 Oak Leaf Clus-
ters, Air Force Commendation Medal with 1 Oak Leaf Cluster, Air 
Force Outstanding Unit Award with 1 Oak Leaf Cluster, Air Force 
Good Conduct Medal with  1 Silver Oak Leaf Cluster and with 4 
Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters, National Defense Service Medal with 1 
Service Star, Vietnam Service Medal with 1 Silver Srar, Air Force Over-
seas Ribbon Short with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters, Non Commissioned 
O�cer (NCO) Professional Military Education Graduate Ribbon, Small 
Arms Expert Marksmanship Ribbon Long with 1 Oak Leaf Cluster, Air 
Force Longevity Service Award Ribbon with 1 Silver Oak Leaf Cluster 
and with 1 Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster, Non Commissioned O�cer (NCO) 
Professional Military Education Graduate Ribbon, Small Arms Expert 
Marksmanship Ribbon with 1 Service Star, Air Force Training Ribbon, 
Republic of Vietnam (RVN) Campaign Medal.

William retired as an Electrical Superintendent with the rank of Chief 
Master Sergeant.

Sponsored by Teresa Gorge

burlington, kansas



william r. gorge

William R. “Billy” Gorge is the son of William “Chief” and 
Teresa Gorge. Billy served from February 1988 – 1992 in 
the U.S. Air Force.

Billy served in Desert Storm.

William attained the rank of Senior Airman. 

Sponsored by Teresa Gorge 

burlington, kansas



justin graham
burlington, kansas



leroy, kansas

Je� was born in Lawrence, KS to Ron and Sara (Hutchins) 
Grogg on September 13, 1963.

He graduated from Leroy High School with the class of 1981.

He joined the USAF in 1982 with his buddy Lyle Brown.

He served for 20 years and retired with the rank of Master 
Sergeant.

Sponsored by Sara Grogg

 jeffrey grogg



gridley, kansas

Gary L. D. Haas, son of John A. and Dorothy (Kneisly) Haas, joined the Air Force, 
shortly after his graduation from Yates Center High School. Gary was stationed at 
Grand Fork Air Force Base and McConnell Air Force Base during his service. In 1969 
and 1970, Gary served in Thailand, at the Ubon Air�eld with the 8th Supply
Squadron, 8th Tactical Fighter Wing. He was honorably discharged from active duty 
in 1971 but remained in the Reserves for �ve more years.

Gary remembered his homecoming to United States soil as one of unwelcome 
greetings for him and his fellow Vietnam War soldiers, returning to name calling of 
“Baby Killers” and food throwing at them as they exited their plane. It was many 
years before Gary felt that his service on foreign soil was respected. 

Gary returned to Yates Center following his service and worked for Haas Oil with his 
father. In 1974, Gary and Jeanne Crane were married. They moved to Gridley in 
1977 where they operated the Conoco Filling Station for several years with 
Jeanne’s brother Steven. Gary continued to work in the oil �eld establishing his 
own company, Gary L. D. Haas Oil. They were blessed with three children,
Christopher, Cassandra (Haas) Bailey, and Cara (Haas) Mays. Gary took part in
activities of the Gridley Community as a member of the Gridley United Methodist 
Church, Phillips Stukey Sha�er American Legion Post # 297. A highlight, each year 
in December, was to serve as the North Pole guest for the children of the
community. His support of the youth of the Gridley schools will be remembered by 
student, parents, coaches, and referees. Gary passed away on October 22, 2012, 
from complications of esophageal cancer surgery and is buried in the Gridley
cemetery.

Sponsored by Jeanne Haas

gary haas



steven m. hammond

Steven M. Hammond served in the U.S. Air Force from 
1971-1975.

He was an aircraft mechanic and was deployed to Vietnam, 
Philippines, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, Taiwan, and Korea. 

He worked also to help rescue POW’s.

Sponsored by Lettie Hammond

burlington, kansas



amanda j. hatesohl (hoyt)

Captain Amanda J. Hatesohl (Hoyt) served her country honorably for over 15 
years in the Army Reserves, Air Force, and Air Force Reserves.  Captain 
Hatesohl grew up in southeast Kansas.  She graduated from Burlington High 
School, Burlington, Kansas in 2001.  That same year she enlisted in the Army 
Reserves for eight years as a Transportation Management Specialist and 
began studies at Kansas State University.  During that time, she deployed 
twice in support of Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Free-
dom and earned many awards and decorations.  Additionally, she was select-
ed as the 49th Transportation Battalion NCO of the Year in 2006.  She earned 
her Air Force commission in 2009 as a graduate of Kansas State University 
and the Air Force ROTC program.  Following graduation, she attended Logis-
tics Readiness O�cer Training at Lackland AFB, Texas, and was assigned to 
the 48th Logistics Readiness Squadron at RAF Lakenheath.  There she served 
in a variety of positions to include Deployment and Distribution Flight Com-
mander, Mission Support Group Executive O�cer and Fuels Management 
Flight Commander.  She was recognized for playing a critical role in enabling 
the �rst �ghter jets to reach Libya for Operation Odyssey Dawn and helping 
the 48th Fighter Wing receive an “Outstanding” rating on their Operational 
Readiness Inspection, the �rst in 24 years for United States Air Force Com-
mand Europe. Following this assignment, she was selected to become an Air 
Force ROTC instructor at Kansas State University.  She served as an Assistant 
Professor of Aerospace Studies and Operations Flight Commander for two 
years, shaping and mentoring future Air Force O�cers.  In 2015, Captain 
Hatesohl transferred to the Air Force Reserves as a Flight Commander at the 
69th Aerial Port Squadron, Andrews AFB, Maryland.

captain

burlington, kansas



amanda j. hatesohl (hoyt) cont’d

Finally, in 2017, Captain Hatesohl chose 
to transfer to the Inactive Ready 
Reserve in order to better support and 
focus on her family.  She plans to return 
to the Air Force Reserve in the future to 
�nish her career and retire.   Amanda 
currently resides in Kensington, Mary-
land with her husband Mike and two 
sons, Isaac and Jacob.  Amanda is the 
daughter of Roger (Kent)  & Lori Hoyt 
and Jeannie and Doug Feldhausen. 

EDUCATION
2002 Basic Combat Training, Ft Jackson, 
SC  
2002 Transportation Management 
Coordinator Training, Ft Eustis, VA
2009 Bachelor of Science, Economics, 
Kansas State University, KS
2010 Air and Space Basic Course, Max-
well AFB, AL
2010 Basic Logistics Readiness O�cer 
Training, Lackland AFB, TX
2012 Petroleum Logistics Management 
Course, Sheppard AFB, TX
2012 Masters of Arts in Human Rela-
tions, University of Oklahoma, OK

captain

ASSIGNMENTS
1.  Jun 2001 - Jun 2009: Transportation 
Management, 450th Movement Control 
Battalion, United States Army Reserves, 
Manhattan, KS
2.  Feb 2010 – Aug 2010: Plans & Integra-
tion OIC, 48th LRS, RAF Lakenheath, 
England
3.  Sep 2010 – May 2011: Deployment & 
Distribution Flight Commander, 48th LRS, 
RAF Lakenheath, England
4.  May 2011 – May 2012: Executive O�cer, 
48th Mission Support Group, RAF Laken-
heath, England
5.  May 2012 – Feb 2013: Fuels Manage-
ment Flight Commander, 48th LRS, RAF 
Lakenheath, England
6.  Mar 2013 – Oct 2015: Assistant Professor 
of Aerospace Studies, Operations Flight 
Commander, Kansas State University, Man-
hattan, KS
7. Nov 2015 – Jun 2017: Flight Commander, 
69th Aerial Port Squadron, Andrews Air 
Force Base, MD, United States Air Force 
Reserves
8. Jul 2017 – Present: Logistics Readiness 
O�cer, Inactive Ready Reserves

AWARDS AND DECORATIONS
Meritorious Service Medal
Air Force Commendation Medal x2
Army Commendation Medal
Army Achievement Medal x6
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award
Army Reserves Component Achieve-
ment Medal
National Defense Service Medal
Afghanistan Campaign Medal
Iraq Campaign Medal
Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal
Army Overseas Service Ribbon
Air Force Longevity Service Award
Armed Forces Reserve Ribbon
Army Reserve Components Overseas 
Training Ribbon
Air Force Training Ribbon
Army Service Ribbon

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:
Second Lieutenant - 23 Dec 2009
First Lieutenant – 23 Dec 2011
Captain- 23 Dec 2013

Sponsored by Roger (Kent) and Lori Hoyt



gridley, kansas

Dale enlisted in the United States Air Force on March 18, 1959. He was sent 
to Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, TX for his basic training. He was 
then transferred to Chanute Field in Rantoul, IL for schooling in aircraft 
mechanics for KC-13’s and B-52’s. After graduation Dale was transferred to 
Blytheville Air Force Base in Blytheville, AR, where he attained the rank of 
Airman First Class (AIC).

While at Blytheville, his main duties included being a mechanic for the 
KC-135 tanker and the B-52 bomber. During this time, the Cuban Missile 
Crisis was brewing, and he and his fellow Airmen spent many nights in the 
Alert Shack waiting for the call that would put their aircraft in the air. After 
Dale’s honorable discharge from the Air Force, he served two more years in 
the Air Force Reserves.

After his service, Dale, his wife Wilma, and their children Janet, Barbara, 
and Robert moved to Madison, KS where he went to work for Didde Glaser 
in Emporia, KS. Later Dale owned and operated Skelly Service Station in 
Madison and then owned the Eureka Auto Parts store in Eureka, KS. Dale 
spent the last ten years of his life doing what he loved most, being a 
farmer. He passed away on October 28, 1997.

Sponsored by Wilma Hess and Robert Hess

 

dale e. hess



james leach
burlington, kansas



johnnie redding

Upon graduating high school in Gridley, KS Johnnie attended IBM school 
in Kansas City. After graduation from there he was unable to secure a job 
due to his 1-A draft status and told to come back after he had served his 
military time. Because of his brother being in the Air Force, he decided to 
join. He was inducted on February 15, 1965 with a high school friend, 
Roger Young, who also was 1-A draft status in Kansas City, MO. From 
there he was transferred to Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, TX for 
basic training. He then attended Administration Specialist School in 
Amarillo, TX. His �rst assignment was Lowry Air Force Base in Denver, CO. 
There he worked in Flight Operations, scheduling pilots from the USAF 
Academy in Colorado Springs, CO. At that time, he returned home to 
marry his wife Pat and they spent their �rst year together in Denver. In 
July 1967, he was sent to Northern Thailand in SE Asia. He was assigned 
to the 388 TAC Fighting Wing/Quality Control unit. There he worked with 
the records for the F105 aircraft. His brother Ronald Redding was 
stationed at Udorn, Thailand a few hundred miles away and they were 
fortunate enough to get to spend a weekend together. It was sure a 
blessing to have that time together in such an unsettling time. After his 
tour ended he was transferred back to the 835th Combat Support Group 
at McConnell Air Force Base in Wichita, KS. His wife was pregnant when it 
was time to reenlist, so after much consideration they chose to not take 
the chance of being sent back. He was released on October 14, 1968 with 
an Honorable Discharge.

Sponsored by Pat Redding

gridley, kansas



ronald redding

With the draft calling a lot of guys in 1961, 
Ronald joined the Air Force in 1962 instead of 
taking the chance of being inducted to the 
Army.

One of the highlights of his service time was 
meeting up with his brother Johnnie for a 
weekend while both were stationed in
Thailand during the Vietnam con�ict. Both 
brothers served one year there.

Johnnie then served the rest of his four year 
hitch and Ronald went on to serve 20 years 
and 3 days.

He worked on Jet Fighter Aircraft as a Crew 
Chief in Texas, Arizona, Thailand, Texas,
Mississippi, Alaska, and Texas again, where he 
retired as a Master Sergeant in March, 1982.

Sponsored by Johnnie Redding

burlington, kansas



waverly, kansas

Larry was born on a farm south of Waverly, KS and graduated from the Waverly 
schools. He joined the USAF on 1 Nov. 1964 and served most of his career in aircraft 
maintenance (specialized in fuel cell repair). He served considerable time in Strate-
gic Air Command working on B-52’s and was small enough in stature to be the only 
one at his station that could actually get inside the B-52 fuel tanks to do repair 
work. He was awarded a medal for his heroic actions in saving a B-52 while serving 
at Anderson AFB, Guam. A maintenance team had omitted the step of inserting a 
plug in a fuel tank when their work was completed. Refueling was started and jet 
fuel (JP-4) began pouring out of the wing. When Larry arrived on the scene he 
rushed into action. With jet fuel pouring all over him, he inserted the plug and 
stopped the outpouring of fuel. Any kind of close proximity spark or open �ame 
would have ignited the fuel destroying the plane and costing Larry his life. Larry 
served multiple tours in South Vietnam and endured many months of family sepa-
ration. Toward the end of his Air Force career he was assigned to work on the A-10. 
This is the plane that saw extensive action in the Iraq war. This became one of his 
favorite aircraft and he still maintains contact with some of his acquired friends 
from that assignment.

Larry retired on December 31, 1984 in the grade of Master Sergeant after serving 
over 20 years. After retiring from the USAF, Larry worked for the Wolf Creek Nuclear 
Operating Corporation for 15 years. He took an early retirement from Wolf Creek so 
he and his wife, Shelby, could move to Myrtle Beach, SC to help care for her parents. 
Larry currently resides in the Wichita, KS area.

Sponsored by James E. Williams Jr.

larry c. rickman



waverly, kansas

John D. Robbins was born in Agricola, KS on April 26, 1931. He was the son of Marie (Michael) and 
John Robbins of Waverly, KS. He had a sister Rosann (Robbins) Osborn and a brother Dennis M. 
Robbins. They were both born in Ottawa, KS at Ransom Memorial Hospital.

He attended the Waverly schools and graduated from Waverly High School in 1949. He missed 
one whole year being in the hospital with Polio. Thankfully, he was not left with any side e�ects 
from that. During the rest of his high school days he was a very good athlete. He played football 
and basketball.

During his growing up years, he spent a lot of time being over at our Grandma and Grandpa 
Robbins. Grandpa (Guy Robbins) had cattle semi’s and he loved helping him go load cows, pigs, 
or whatever. When he became the age to drive he drove them about every week-end taking 
cattle to Kansas City or St. Jo.

He would ride his bicycle over there and stay as many days as he could get by with. Then he 
would ride his bicycle back home. 

Soon after he graduated from high school he left for the Air Force. He went to San Antonio for 
boot camp. He retired after 22 years in the U.S. Air Force. Most of that time he was in California at 
March Air Force Base. He was in England three years, Vietnam, and Guam. He retired being a 
Master Sta� Sergeant.

He was married to Dawn (Wright) in California and they had three children. 

After retiring from the Air Force, he went to work for the University of Nevada as a foreman of 
yard maintenance for 12 years. They both retired and moved to Oregon. Johnnie was a very 
loving and caring person. He would do anything for anyone.

Sponsored by Rosann Osborn

 

john d. robbins, jr



jeff runberg

Je� enlisted in the US Air Force in 1953 at Wichita, KS and 
retired in 1974 at Nellis AFB.

During his time in service, Je� was stationed at
San Antonio, TX for basic training and Amarillo, TX for Tech 
School at which time he learned to be an aircraft mechanic 
and was a crew chief and egress o�cer at di�erent times.

Je� went on to serve at many areas of the world including 
South Korea, Japan, Germany, France, England, Florida, 
back to Germany, Biggs AFB, Texas, Holloman New Mexico, 
Iceland, Dover DE, Korea again, Thailand (Vietnam), and to 
Nellis AFB Nevada.

Je� now lives in Burlington.

burlington, kansas



janet l (gorge) smith

Janet is the daughter of Willaim E. “Chief” and Teresa Gorge. Janet served 
from January 26, 1988 – February 1, 2011 in the U. S. Air Force. Janet served 
in Desert Storm and Desert Shield.

Janet received the Meritorious Service Medal with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters, Air 
force Commendation Medal with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters, Air Force Achievement 
Medal with 1 Oak Leaf Cluster, Joint Meritorious Unit Award with 1 Oak Leaf 
Cluster, Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters, Air Force 
Good Conduct Medal with 1 Oak Leaf Cluster, Air Reserve Forces Meritorious 
Service Medal with 4 Oak Leaf Clusters, National Defense Service Medal with 
1 Bronze Star, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Armed Forces Service 
Medal, Air Force Overseas Ribbon Short, Air Force Longevity Service with 1 
Silver Cluster, Armed Forces Reserve Medal with Bronze Hourglass, United 
States Air Force Non-Commissioned O�cer Professional Military Education 
(USAF NCO PME) Graduate Ribbon with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters, Air Force Train-
ing Ribbon, and Kansas National Guard Commendation Ribbon.

Janet retired with the rank of Senior Master Sergeant.

Sponsored by Teresa Gorge

burlington, kansas



gridley, kansas

Edward (Breezy) Storrer married Phillis Mudge Storrer.

He joined the Air Force in 1943.

He received a Purple Heart on the 10th mission when 
hit over Germany. His plane was shot down on his 
15th mission and landed in Czechoslavokia. He was 
�own back to base in Italy by the Russians.

He �ew a total of 35 missions over Germany on 
bombing raids. He was a lower turret gunner on a 
B-17.

Sponsored by Harold Mudge

 

edward “breezy” storrer



ben taylor
waverly, kansas



phillip g. temple

Phillip G. Temple was born at Scott AFB, IL on August 
23, 1949 to F. Gene and Jeanette Temple. He lived on 
various Air Force bases throughout his younger years 
and enlisted in the Air Force in May of 1969.

He served honorably for 24 years, one month, and ten 
days.

Phillip served several tours of duty including Forbes 
AFB, KS; Clark AFB, Philippines; Langley AFB, VA; An-
derson AFB, Guam; Hill AFB, UT; and Kirtland AFB, NM.

Phil was married to his wife, Cathi, on June 13, 1971. 
They had four children.

Phil retired from the Air Force in 1993 and moved to 
Aliceville, Kansas where he lived until his death in No-
vember of 2016.

Sponsored by Cathi Temple, Owen Crome, and Lisa Brummel

burlington, kansas



routh taylor whitford
new strawn, kansas



waverly, kansas

Jim was born to J. Ervin Williams and Gertrude Williamson Williams of Waverly, KS on 
09 January 1937. An only child he grew up in Waverly enjoying the freedom of a small 
town and grandparents and other family nearby. He attended Waverly schools, gradu-
ating from Waverly High School in 1955. He then attended the University of Kansas, 
graduating with a BSBS in Industrial Management in 1960. About to be drafted into 
the Army, he joined the USAF, 10 November 1960. Upon completion of O�cers Train-
ing School, Flight Training and Navigator school in Texas, he was assigned as a Naviga-
tor to �y C-124 cargo planes. He �ew in and out of Vietnam from 1963-1972 and to 
numerous locations around the world. In November 1971-November 1972 he was 
assigned to �y as Navigator on an AC-130 gunship, acquiring 750 combat hours, 155 
missions, and some very harrowing experiences including saving the lives of Ameri-
cans on the ground. Some of Jim’s medals include: Distinguished Flying Cross Medal, 
Meritorious Service Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal, 17 Air Medals and a 
Vietnam Gallantry Service Medal. Jim’s last assignment was at March Air Force Base, 
Riverside, CA. He retired from the USAF, achieving the rank of Lt. Col. On 31 August 
1984, after 23+ years of service to his country. Upon retirement he went to work in 
1985 for Northrop Grummon in CA as a Flight Test Engineer on the B2 Bomber Project 
�ying C-135’s. He retired from Northrop in 1994. He worked on the same project for 
Hughes Aircraft for an additional two years before retiring for good.

Jim married his Waverly High School sweetheart, Shirley Rickman in 1957. They had 
three children and the family made their home in Riverside, CA upon Jim’s retirement 
from the USAF. Shirley passed away in 2006.  Jim married Kathleen Asper of Riverside 
in 2008 and they continue to reside in CA. He maintains his boyhood home in Waverly, 
KS as well as farm/pasture land in the Waverly area.

Sponsored by Kathleen Asper-Wiiliams

james e. williams jr

lt. col. ret. usaf



est. june 14, 1775



harlan l. “jack” adams
new strawn, kansas



bradley thomas allen

Bradley Thomas Allen was born a true “Military Brat” on
September 6, 1980 at Irwin Army Hospital, Fort Riley, KS.

Brad attended the Burlington schools and graduated from
Burlington High School in 1998. He attended Kansas State
University for one semester before enlisting in the U.S. Army.

Brad reported to Fort Sill, OK for basic training and advanced 
training as a Howitzer operator. His �rst duty assignment was 
Howitzer Battery, 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Polk,
Louisiana. His next assignment was A 1/5 Field Artillery, South 
Korea along the DMZ.

He completed his enlistment and returned to Overland Park, KS 
where he attended Johnson County Community College and 
acquired his Associate Degree.

Sponsored by Dan and Linda Allen

burlington, kansas



daniel kenneth allen

Daniel Kenneth Allen was born in a farmhouse in rural Co�ey County, KS near Old Strawn. 
He attended Burlington schools and graduated from Burlington High School in 1964. His 
military career started when he enrolled at Kansas State College of Pittsburg, where R.O.T.C. 
was mandatory for all male students their freshman and sophomore years and he
continued in ROTC up to his graduation. His aviation career started in his senior year at 
Kansas State College of Pittsburg, when he took �ight training to get a private pilot’s license. 
He graduated from Kansas State College of Pittsburg, which is now Pittsburg State
University, with a degree in Business Administration and was commissioned as a Second 
Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Transportation Corps. March 10, 1969, he reported to Fort Eustis, 
VA for his O�cer Basics Training, then to Primary Helicopter Flight Training at Fort Wolters, 
TX, then to Fort Rucker, AL for UH-1 (Huey) Helicopter Flight Training, then back to Fort 
Eustis, VA for Aircraft Maintenance O�cers Course. After a year and a half of training he 
arrived on July 9, 1970 at Bien Hoa, South Vietnam, as Army Aviator, Aircraft Maintenance 
O�cer, Maintenance test Pilot and Maintenance Platoon Leader of the 165th Transportation 
Company (Direct Support Maintenance) 520th Transportation Battalion. He was one of two 
U.S. Army Transfer Pilots that �ew with South Vietnam Air Force Acceptance O�cers to 
create the �rst Vietnam Air Force UH-1 Helicopter Battalion. Dan was awarded the Vietnam 
Service Medal and a Bronze Star with one Oak Leaf Cluster for his service in Vietnam. 
From South Vietnam, Dan was sent to the Technical Escort Center at Edgewood Arsenal, 
Maryland in a non-�ying position. After six months in the assignment, the Air�eld
Commander, Phillips Army Air�eld at Aberdeen Proving Grounds, MD requested that Dan 
be reassigned to the air�eld. Dan was the instructor pilot for the UH-1 and OH-58 Bell 
Ranger Observation helicopters at Phillips Army Air�eld for several years. One of the
Highlights was routinely �ying dignitaries to the Pentagon in Washington, D.C.
Other assignments in his twenty years of military service are Platoon Leader and Executive 
O�cer, 121st Aviation Company, Fort Benning, Georgia; Platoon Leader, 201st

Aviation Company, South Korea; Installation Maintenance, Fort Riley, KS; Executive O�cer, 541st Maintenance Battalion, Fort Riley, KS; 12th Aviation 
Group Maintenance O�cer, Wiesbaden, Germany; Director of Logistics for the Military Community of Wiesbaden, Germany; Branch Chief for Course 
Design and Executive O�cer for Director of Training, Army Ordnance School, Aberdeen Proving Grounds, MD. 
Dan and family retired from the military after 20 years on April 1, 1989. Returning to Burlington, Dan continued to serve his community as the 
Burlington City Clerk until he retired April 1, 2007.

Sponsored by Thad and Jennifer (Allen) Lewis

burlington, kansas



robert “bob” bruce allen

Bob Allen was born in rural Co�ey County on May 23, 1929. His parents were 
Win�eld “Winnie” and Lois Chrisman Allen. He attended rural Stone Elementary 
School, Strawn High School (3) years and graduated from Burlington High 
School in 1948. Bob was a member of the 1946 Strawn High School basketball 
team that went to the Kansaas State Basketball Tourmament. Life Magazine 
featured a story about the team and the small community of Strawn, KS.

Robert B. Allen enlisted in the US Army Reserves October 19, 1948. PFC Allen 
was ordered to report for active duty on September 22, 1950 to Fort Riley, KS 
to prepare for deployment to the Korean Con�ict. PFC Bob Allen was assigned 
to Headquarters & Service Company, 453rd Engineer Construction Battalion, 
Korea, APO 301. The 453rd Engineer Battalion was responsible for keeping the 
main bridge into Seoul open for troop movements north. Bob had said that 
they rebuilt the bridge during the day and the Red Chinese would damage it 
at night to make the bridge impassable. SGT Robert Allen was awarded the 
Korean Service Medal with two Bronze Service Stars. SGT (T) 5 Robert B. Allen 
returned from Korea to Fort Carson, CO for separation from active duty to 
Reserve duty on October 26, 1951. On February 13,1953 SGT Robert Bruce 
Allen was honorably discharged from the United States Army.

Bob returned to Burlington and married Donna Hawkins and they had two 
children, Beth and Mark. He worked many tears for Union Gas Company in 
Burlington. He was an avid �sherman and hunter and an active Burlington 
Volunteer Fireman.

Sponsored by Dan and Linda Allen

burlington, kansas



william harold allen

Harold enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps on October 24, 1942.

He was a part of the 47th Bombardment Group. He was awarded
the Air Medal:

By direction of the President and pursuant to authority vested in me 
by the Commanding General, Mediterranean Theater of Operations 
citation for meritorious achievement while participating in aerial 
�ight as armored gunner of an A-20 type aircraft during an attack 
upon enemy communication lines near Gambettola, Italy on June 
29, 1944. Sta� Sergeant Allen’s pro�ciency in combat re�ects great 
credit upon himself and the military service of the United States. 

Sponsored by Diana Clarkson

burlington, kansas



larry w. anderson
burlington, kansas



raymond j. anderson
burlington, kansas



burlington, kansas

Ira Atkinson, son of Ivy and Avis Atkinson, Fall River, KS was drafted in the 
Army February 2, 1942 at Leavenworth, KS. He was sent to Camp Walters, TX 
for training. After about 14 weeks he was sent to Hawaii for Jungle Training 
and Beach Landings. After Hawaii he was sent to his �rst �ghting in New 
Guinea and his �rst beach head �ghting. His unit took the large air strip at 
Hollandia, New Guinea from the Japanese. 

Shortly after that �ghting, the 19th infantry of the 8th Army split up the group 
and Ira and his group was sent on a beach landing at the island of Biak, north 
of Hollandia to clean out a Japanese radio communications site. 

Next, his unit reorganized and he was sent to Lae, New Guinea just north of 
Port Moresby where they joined the 25th Division and the 32nd Division to get 
ready to make a landing at Leyte in the Philippines. This was one of the
hardest operations so far. His unit was trapped in the Ormac Valley for 21 days 
living on roots and whatever could be found. The Army dropped food for the 
unit; however, it wouldn’t land close enough and the Japanese would get it 
�rst. When they were rescued and taken back to headquarters, it was
Thanksgiving Day. They had a large meal planned for them, but none could 
eat due to everyone having dysentery. After cleaning out Leyte he was sent to 
a location north of Manila, Philippines. There his unit met the top Japanese 
soldiers of the Imperial Marines from Corregidor. Once completed on
Corregidor his unit was sent back to clear out Mindoro, the island of Davao 
and Mindanao. This made four beach landings for Ira along with four smaller 
islands too small to name. The hardest �ghting was Leyte, around Manila and 
Corregidor where his unit lost lots of men during those campaigns.

 ira p. atkinson

8th army, 2nd battalion,
19th infantry, 24th division



alan c. barrett
burlington, kansas



wayne barricklow

Wayne was born in Miami county, KS in 1910. He moved to Halls 
Summit (Co�ey County) with his family in 1918. Wayne graduated 
from Burlington High School in 1930, attended Lawrence (KS)
Business College for one year, then returned to the family farm 
where he remained, with the exception of military service 
(1942-1945). 

Wayne was a member of the Army Air Corps attaining the rank of 
Corporal. He served with the 527th Bomber Squad, 379th Bomber 
Group. He also served as mail clerk while in England and North 
Africa. He served from June 1942 until November 1945.

Wayne passed away in 2004. Wayne loved his farm and living
outdoors, read widely, and was an accomplished woodworker.

Sponsored by Rosemarie Rich

burlington, kansas



leroy, kansas

Dale Bartlett served in the United States Army from 
December 23, 1940 through April 26, 1943. He was a 
private in the 1853rd Unit, 8th Service Command 
during World War II. 

He married Clarice Beauchamp on December 13, 
1946. Several years later, they adopted Cathy (Meats) 
and James. They lived in Co�eyville, KS and returned 
to Dale’s hometown of LeRoy where they lived out the 
remainder of their lives.

Dale passed away on December 16, 1988.
Sponsored by Pam Mattheis

dale bartlett



glen baumgardner
waverly, kansas



waverly, kansas

Don Baxter was drafted into the United States Army in 
April 1953 and was discharged April 9, 1955 with the rank 
of Corporal.

He served at Fort Riley, KS, Camp Kilmer, NJ, and for one 
year at Bad Kreuznach, Germany.

He was in the 2nd Armored Division and their insignia was 
“Hell on Wheels”.

Sponsored by Phyliss Glenn

donald g. baxter



willis beyer

Willis began military �ight training at Macalester College in New 
Brighton, MN in April 1943.

He was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant. Willis initially trained 
on single engine �ghters P 39’s and P 40’s and moved up to the
P 38.

The Army Air Corps made him a gunnery instructor, so he never 
went overseas.

He spent his time at Williams Field, Chandler, Arizona teaching 
pilots how to �y and shoot the four 50 caliber machine guns and 
the 35MM cannon on the P 38 Lightning. He also patrolled the 
West Coast from San Diego to Seattle.

Sponsored by Phillip Beyer

gridley, kansas



gridley, kansas

Frank Birk was born April 5, 1893 to Valentine and Amalie 
Fischer Birk at the family home northeast of Gridley.

Frank was a farmer when he was inducted into the Army 
in Burlington on June 24, 1918. He was a private with Hq. 
Co. 337th Field Artillery, serving in WWI in France from 
September 4, 1918 to January 8, 1919. He was discharged 
at Camp Dodge, IA on January 31, 1919.

On November 25, 1919, he married Mary Elizabeth 
Brooks. They had �ve children – Frances, Helen, Clarence, 
Glenn, and Marion. Frank farmed all his life and was active 
in the Gridley community until his death on June 2, 1977 
at the age of 84.

Sponsored by Vickie Turner

 

frank rudy birk



gridley, kansas

Glenn Eldon Birk was born July 8, 1925 on the family farm southwest of Gridley. He was 
one of �ve children of Frank and Mary Brooks BIrk. He grew up on the farm and
attended Bangor Country School before graduating from Gridley Rural High School in 
1943.

Glenn served his country in the United States Army Air Corps. He was stationed at 
Amarillo, TX Air�eld. He served during World War II from January 20, 1944 to August 7, 
1946. 

On March 10, 1944, Glenn married Virginia Mae Lawson. To this union were born three 
sons, Glenn Arthur, deceased at the age of two, Dennis Gene, and Clinton Curtis.
Virginia preceded Glenn in death on October 17, 1977. Glenn remarried Carrie Slough 
Wells on July 22, 1978. This marriage was already blessed with four children, Carol, Ron, 
deceased in 1992, Bruce, and Jeanette. Glenn and Carrie made their home in Gridley for 
many years before moving to The Meadows in Burlington.

Glenn was a member of numerous organizations including Gridley United Methodist 
Church, Hebron Lodge #314, A.F. & A.M., Arab Shrine, Scottish Rite, 
Phillips-Stukey-Sha�er Post #396, and the American Legion. He also served as a Co�ey 
County Commissioner, and served as a board member on the Gridley School Board, 
Co�ey County Rural Water District #1, and the Co�ey County A.S.C. S.

Glenn thoroughly enjoyed spending time with all his family and friends, playing pegs 
and jokers, hand and foot, and gardening. One of his fondest memories was the two 
trips to Washington D.C. with the SCC Honor Flight Program. Glenn passed at the age of 
91 on May 8, 2017 and was laid to rest with military honors on May 13th at the
Gridley Cemetery.

Sponsored by Dennis and Linda Birk and Curt and Toni Birk 

glenn birk



gridley, kansas

Marion Frank Birk, son of Frank and Mary Brooks Birk, was 
born December 3, 1927.

After high school graduation, he enlisted in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps in June 1946. Marion trained at Keesler Air Force Base 
in Biloxi, MS and was stationed at Ft. Lewis, WA with the 62nd 
Maintenance Squadron.

He had attained the rank of Corporal by the time he was 
discharged in May 1949.

On December 23, 1949, he married Esther Carol Paden. They 
had three children, Michael, Vickie, and Frank. 

Marion farmed and was active in the Gridley community 
until his death on September 30, 1970.

Sponsored by Vickie Turner 

marion f. birk



gridley, kansas

Ron was 4th District American Legion commander – 1970

State Commander – 1975

American Legion National Vice Commander – 1977 – 78

Ron passed away in 2001.
Sponsored by Nellie R. Birk

ronald d. birk



daniel l. bitler

Dan was enlisted in the Army in February 1969.

He was stationed in Berlin, Germany where he was on the 
Honor Guard team.

From there he was sent to Vietnam. He served there until 
the end of his service time.

He was there when Agent Orange was used and because 
of that it caused him lots of health problems later in life. It 
a�ected his heart, lungs, and kidneys. He died at an early 
age of 65.

Sponsored by Diane Bitler

burlington, kansas



carol f. caldwell

On September 21, 1942, Carol enlisted in the United States Army.

He was in a John Deere Battalion, 608th Ordinance Armored Maintenance. 
They had a parts depot for all equipment, trucks, etc. used in the war.

Carol trained in North Carolina, California, and New York. He went overseas 
on the “Queen Elizabeth”.

He lived in Warminster, England for two years and spent the remainder of the 
war in Manage, Belgium.

He boarded the USS Argentina on New Year’s Eve 1945 to return to the states 
after three and a half years overseas.

He returned to his job at Caldwell Implement where he spent the remainder 
of his working years.

Sponsored by Brad and Liz Caldwell 

burlington, kansas



gerald clavin
new strawn, kansas



leroy, kansas

William H. Corbin served from 1939 – 1945 with the
7th Infantry.

He was awarded the Purple Heart and the Bronze Star on 
Okinawa when he was shot in the back by a sniper while 
laying communication lines.

Sponsored by Mary L. Luney

 william h. corbin



leroy, kansas

Abraham “Abe” Cox was born in Copan, OK on January 10, 
1928.

He joined the Army and served as Corporal in the Korean 
War, serving his country proudly. 

Later in his life he was a truck driver around the Leroy area 
until his death in October of 1989 after a battle with cancer.

He left behind his two daughters and two grandchildren.

Sponsored by Terry Tyler

 abraham abe cox



leroy, kansas

Waltham Walter “Dutch” Cox enlisted in the Army at 20 years of age in
February 1943. During WWII he belonged to Company A, 312th Engineer
Battalion upon entry but after landing in Europe part of the 312th was 
attached to the 87th Infantry. The 312th Engineers built roads, bridges and 
cleared the way so that the infantry could gain access toward the enemy lines, 
but with that being said, they were trained in infantry combat as that was part 
of their job, also. He served under General George Patton, as well as many 
other well know o�cers. 

The campaigns Dutch was involved in were Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central 
Europe. The Battle of the Bulge was the 3rd most lethal battle for the Americans 
in WWII with 19,276 killed. In this campaign Dutch earned the Bronze Star 
Medal. The Ardennes took them through Belguim, Northern France, and
Luxembourg and ended in liberating the concentration camp of Buchenwald. 
The 312th was released after this last successful campaign to board the USS 
Marine Fox, and they were on their way to the Paci�c to join other divisions, 
but the war ended and their trip home landed them in the beautiful United 
States of America, where he was honorably discharged as a Tech 5 in
November 1945.

Dutch’s second enlistment for the Army was for the Korean War in September 
of 1950 where he served until July 1951.

Sponsored by Tom Cox, Susie Porter, and Ben Farren 

 waltham walter “dutch” cox



dennis e. crotts
leroy, kansas



burlington, kansas

Prior to his service in WWII, Stub was in the CCC camp located 
in Burlington at that time. Returning from WWII in 1946, he was 
able to purchase the Cities Service Station, which he ran for 
many years. After selling the station, Stub sold cars for Clyde 
Carter Ford and later for Zscheile Motor Company.

In his younger days he enjoyed playing on the Burlington 
Baseball Team which at that time provided a lot of enjoyment 
for the residents. One thing Stub was very proud of was his 
years of service on the Burlington Volunteer Fire Department.

Sponsored by Retha Tweedy and Rick Daggett

 harold “stub” daggett



burlington, kansas

Ivan “Ike” Dalby was born on a farm east of Burlington on
September 17, 1934, He was the son of John D. Dalby and Ramona 
O. Corwin Dalby. Ivan L. Dalby served in the U.S. Army as a Specialist 
4 from May 1, 1957 through March 31, 1963. He was stationed in
Germany.

Ike returned to Burlington and worked various jobs including the 
construction of John Redmond Reservoir, and the R.E.A. as a
Journeyman Lineman, retiring in 1997. He owned Ike’s Electric and 
owned and operated Dalby Car Wash with his wife Pat for 25 years.

He was a member of the Burlington Christian Church, the Congdon 
Kepler Post #38, the Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie #3577, the
Burlington Lodge #66 AF&AM, and I.B.E.W. Union. He also served on 
the Burlington City Council. Ike was an avid hunter and �sherman.

Ike and Pat were the parents of two children, Carla and Mike.

Sponsored by the family of Ike Dalby

 

 ivan “ike” dalby



harold r. davidson

Harold was born December 23, 1925 in Halls Summit, KS.

He was inducted in the US Army April 14, 1944 at Leavenworth.

After basic training PFC Davidson was assigned to the 385th Infantry 
Division as a ri�eman. He participated in the Northern France, Ardennes, 
Rhineland, and Central Europe campaigns.

Harold was wounded in battle and received the Purple Heart. He also 
received the Good Conduct Medal and Combat Infantry Badge for CO2, 
HQ, 385th Infantry on February 14, 1945.

He landed back in the states on August 31, 1945 and was discharged in 
September.

Sponsored by Mark Davidson

burlington, kansas



j. virgil decker

Vigil Decker enlisted in the U.S. Army and was sent to
England.

He attained the rank of Sergeant and fought with the 3rd 
Armored Division during WWII.

He served as an action tank platoon leader in combat. His 
unit helped liberate France and then fought in the Battle of 
the Bulge.

After that they went into Germany and occupied the
western half of Nazi homeland.

Virgil served from November 1943 to January of 1946.

Sponsored by Gary Decker

burlington, kansas



lawrence e. decker

D-Day +6 hours, Omaha Beach

I went in on Omaha Beach six hours after the �rst groups went ashore.  The 
water was so rough we could hardly stay on the LST.  As we were moving toward 
the beach, another LST was coming out with dead and wounded.  We went o� 
the LST in two or three of water, but the jeep kept on going.
In the six hours that had elapsed since the �rst men hit the beach, the main line 
was 2 miles into Normandy.  As we followed, we moved through mortar �re for 
the �rst week.  Men were being killed on either side of us.
I was in the 359th Infantry 90th Division.  We fought from Omaha Beach to 
Falaise Gap where we had a group of Germans encircled.  We held them
prisoners for three or four days before some of our o�cers came in to take them 
away.  We weren’t trusted by our superior o�cers because they thought we 
might never come back.
My group was loaned to the 4th Infantry, which had lost so many men on the 
beach.  I was in the wire (communications) division.  I laid out wire in front of the 

advancing troops so there could be communications between the di�erent points in the line.  I got shot at a lot of times, even by 
88 mm guns, but you could pretty well tell by the whine of the bullets how close they were.
The French women would come out and o�er us wine, but we were cautious, that close to the front.  We were afraid German 
sympathizers might poison us.
When stringing wire at night, Sgt. Pierce, the oldest man (38) in our communications out�t, wouldn’t let anyone go out without 
his �rst checking for land mines ahead of us.  When he went out alone, he wore a Thomson submachine gun strapped around 
himself and 30 additional rounds of ammunition at the ready.  If anything moved, he shot.  He didn’t take chances.
While I was still in northern France, the unmistakable �gure of General Patton appeared, walking alone down the road.  He saw 
me stringing wire in the ditch and asked, “What’s the matter?  Are you scared?”
I said, “You bet.  Aren’t You?”
He replied, “No,” and kept on walking.
Because he apparently scorned danger, he was referred to as “Old Blood and Guts.”

burlington, kansas



lawrence e. decker cont’d

The wire we strung was very �ne, coated with gray rubber so that it was waterproof and di�cult to see on the ground.  We kept 
ahead of the troops and skirted the towns and headquarters- those were the places the enemy shelled.  We also did trou-
ble-shooting work, �xing and repairing any breaks in the communications system that was vital to the progress of the army.
As we pushed through to Rheims, France, which had been liberated, we were all weary.  We had been promised passes for a day, 
but when we learned only 12 soldiers were favored to them, four of us drove a jeep to the city that night, and we “liberated” quite 
a few bottles of cognac.  It was very good- better than you get today.
We headed for the Bulge after we pulled out the Rheims.  We had heard the 28th Infantry Division and the 35th had lost a lot of 
men and had been pushed back by the Germans, so we were moving up to strengthen the America lines.  Our 90th Division 
under General Patton had earned quite a reputation with Germans, and they didn’t want any �ghting with us.  Our spearhead 
pushed on through.
I nearly got my everlasting one night as we were pulling up to the front under blackout conditions.  Unknown to us, the convoy 
had stopped ahead of us, without a way to notify us.  As I drove around the corner, a 105 howitzer barrel slammed between my 
buddy and me.
After we moved out of the Bulge, we hit the Saar River in Germany.  We tried to cross on little rubber boats, but the enemy shot 
three out from under us.  I couldn’t swim, so I don’t know how I made it, but I did.
An interesting thing happened to me at the little German town Chamois.  As I moved around the corner of a building I could see 
German tanks moving up the street.  I jumped over a 6-foot fence some way and found an unoccupied foxhole.  I kept shooting 
from that spot until the rest of the battalion caught up with us and chased the tanks out of town.
While we were �ghting in that area, I recalled that my grandfather lived in Alsase Lorraine, where sometimes they belonged to 
the French and sometimes to the Germans.  But he stowed away on a ship to America, to keep from going to the army.  Now 
there I was in the American army, trying to once more decide which country would claim that region.
After Chambois, we moved three or four days across Germany to near Welch- that’s where I caught the shrapnel.
I was stinging wire out of my jeep.  I was hit in the forehead and left shoulder and my ankle bones was chipped.  I went over the 
side of the Jeep and crawled out of the line of �re.  A buddy of mine later counted 69 holes in the Jeep.
It took four days to get me to a hospital, and three days later I was �own back to England in a C-47 (commonly called a boxcar).  
The plane was loaded -four and �ve tiers of wounded strapped to litters on both sides of the aisle.  There was such a low ceiling 
that morning in the plane was only 50 feet above the water.  It was sure bouncing around.  I could look out the window and see 
the wing tips of other planes so close it looked as though they might touch.  I was scared to death, and I haven’t �own since
I was in four battles- Normandy, Norther France, Ardennes, and Rhineland- so I received the EAME Campaign medal with four 
bronze stars and the Purple Heart.  In 1997, just four months prior to his death, he was awarded the French Liberation Medal.
By Lawrence Decker
Eureka, Ks
Emporia Gazette, 1994

Sponsored by Mike Skillman and Kimberly Robrahn



paul e. decker

Paul Edward Decker was born on October 12, 1926 in Burlington, KS to parents 
Albert Edward and Lucy Maude (Garrett) Decker. He grew up in Burlington 
along with his brother Lawrence and his six sisters: Aileen, Reta, Ella May, Agnes, 
Darlene, and Janice. He attended public grade school and graduated from Burl-
ington High School in 1944. Later that year he enlisted in the Army at Ft. Leav-
enworth on December 5th. He served his basic training at Camp Wolters, TX. He 
was then transferred to Fort Meade, MD to be sent overseas to Italy. At the last 
minute, his orders changed, and he was sent to Camp Stoneman in Pittsburg, 
CA. There he boarded a ship headed for the Paci�c. He joined the 86th Infantry 
Regiment upon landing on Leyte Island, Philippines. By the time he had gotten 
to the Philippines the war was well over, so he didn’t see much action. He spent 
all his Army service in the Philippines, some in Leyte and also on Mindanao 
Island and Manila. He was shipped back to the States and received his discharge 
from the Army at Camp Beale, CA on November 21, 1946. Paul was awarded the 
Philippine Independence Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Asiatic Paci�c 
Campaign Medal, Good Conduct Medal, World War II Victory Medal, and the 
Marksmanship Badge.
 After returning home, Paul worked at Southwestern Bell Telephone in Hutchin-
son beginning in 1948. While working as a cable splicer in Hutchinson he met 
Marie Catheryn Gaedike. They were married on June 4, 1955 and started their 
life together living in Hutchinson. They had a daughter, Terri, born in 1956 and a 
son, Steven, born in 1957. In 1960, Paul transferred to a job with Southwestern 
Bell in Wichita, KS. After working almost 38 years for SW Bell, he retired in the 
spring of 1986. Paul and Marie enjoyed their remaining years together camping 
and traveling until his death on October 8, 1997.

Sponsored by Mike Skillman and Kimberly Robrahn

burlington, kansas



john gary epting

John Gary Epting, known as “Gary” most of his life, was born in Burlington, Kansas, on August 10, 1942 
in a house on 2nd Street. He has one older sibling, a sister, Linda Sedler. He graduated from Burlington 
High School in 1960, where he was involved in all sports, especially the outstanding football and 
basketball teams of 1959 and 1960. During most of his high school years, Gary worked at Petey’s 
Phillip 66 station on Hwy 75.
After graduation from high school he attended GM’s Vocational Training Program in Kansas City. He 
then enrolled in the Automotive Technology program at Pittsburg State University to get his degree in 
Industrial Technology with a major in Automotive. 
He married Polly Ruhter in June of 1966, after they both graduated college. His �rst position after 
graduating from college was as a supervisor on the assembly line at the Ford Truck Plant in Wayne, MI. 
Only 6 months after starting that position he received his draft notice due to the ongoing Vietnam 
con�ict. 
After considering his military choices, Gary enlisted for 4 years in the Army Security Agency (ASA) and 
received training in repairing encryption communication equipment and computers. After basic 
training at Ft. Leonard Wood MO, he and Polly moved to Long Branch, NJ in 1967 where he was 
stationed at Fort Monmouth. He was later sent to Vint Hills Farms in Manassas, VA, a top secret com-
munications site outside of Washington, D.C. where he served until he was sent to Vietnam in 1969, 
just two weeks after their �rst child, Stephanie, was born.
Gary served in the Da Nang area of Vietnam for one year in his �eld of training repairing the
equipment used to send encrypted messages and information during the Vietnam con�ict. His last 
Army duty station was at Ft. Bragg, NC. He returned home to Burlington in June of 1970. When he was 
discharged from the Army, his rank was SPC 6.
Gary then spent 2 years in Topeka working for NCR (National Cash Register) as a technician, during 
which time their second child, Brandon, was born. At the end of his 2nd year with NCR, he learned of 
an opportunity in Burlington to buy Reisbig’s Marine. He and his wife, Polly, operated that business for 
ten years, both in Burlington and then at their newer location in New Strawn, selling and repairing 

boats, motors, campers, travel trailers, and all related accessories, later changing the name to Gary’s Marine.
In 1983, they decided to close the marine and Gary took a position at Wolf Creek as head of the Vehicle Maintenance Department for all Wolf Creek 
vehicles and the operation of their �lling station. He later worked in the computer department and the information Technology Department where all 
computers and communications equipment were controlled and maintained. After over 24 years with Wolf Creek, Gary retired in 1997 and continues 
to stay busy managing rental houses that he owns and continuing with his love of automobiles.  

Sponsored by Polly Epting

burlington, kansas



gridley, kansas

Sergeant Major (SGM) Bill Flanery hails from Bonham, TX. He married Stacy Birk on 
September 11, 1990 in Bonham, TX. He entered the United States Army in May 1990 at 
Fort Leonard Wood, MO as a Private (E-1) Legal Specialist (71D).

SGM Flanery’s assignments include: Headquarters 8th Infantry Division, Mainz, Germany; 
Headquarters, 1st Armored Division, Bad Kreuznach, Germany, 326th Engineer Battalion, 
Fort Campbell, KY; Headquarters, 4-12 Infantry Regiment, Baumholder, Germany; Head-
quarters, 2-6 Infantry Regiment, Baumholder, Germany; Course Director and Senior 
Instructor for 27D (Paralegal Specialist) Advance Individual Training (AIT), Fort Jackson, 
SC; Headquarters, 8th Army, Korea; Headquarters, 335th Theater Signal Command, East 
Point, GA; Headquarters, 1st Infantry Division, Fort Riley, KS; Headquarters, United State 
Army Africa (USARAF) / Southern European Task Force (SETAF), Italy; Headquarters, I 
Corps, Joint Base Lewis -McChord, Washington. 

SGM Flanery’s deployments include: Bosnia, Kosovo, Iraq, and Afghanistan.

His military education includes all levels of the Noncommissioned O�cers Education 
System and he was recognized as the Distinguished Honor Graduate during Advance 
Individual Training (AIT); the Basic Noncommissioned O�cer Course (BNCOC); and the 
Advance Noncommissioned O�cer Course (ANCOC). SGM Flanery earned Comman-
dant’s List honors during the Professional Leadership Course (PLDC) and received the 
Leadership Award during BNCOC.  SGM Flanery is also a graduate of the United States 
Army Sergeants Major Academy (USASMA). 

His awards and decorations include: the Meritorious Service Medal (5th award), the Army 
Commendation Medal (9th award), the Army Achievement Medal (2d award); the NATO 
Medal (2d award); the Kosovo Campaign Medal; the Korea Defense Service Medal; the 
Iraq Campaign Medal; the Afghanistan Campaign Medal; the Armed Forces Service 
Medal; the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal; and the Driver/Mechanic Badge.

Sponsored by Stacy Birk Flanery

billy g. flanery

sgm bill flannery,

i corps and joint base

lewis-mcchord, washington



Larry was born January 20, 1942 in Belpre, KS, the oldest of 11 children, to 
Vincent and Florence Gales. After graduating from Belpre-Trousdale High 
School, he attended St. Mary’s of the Plains College in Dodge City. He laid 
out a year to work and was drafted. Larry was inducted into the US Army in 
Kansas City, MO in March, 1964, had Basic Combat Training at Ft.
Leonardwood, MO, and Advanced Individual Training at Ft Polk, LA where 
he became the Company Clerk for his Quartermaster Battalion.
In August, 1965, Larrry arrived at Cam Rahn Bay, Vietnam by ship and 
waded ashore carrying all his gear. No landing strip had been built for 
planes. The soldiers lived in tents until they could build their hooches
(barracks). Larry was the Company Clerk/Personnel Specialist for his
battalion here, too. He was also promoted to Specialist 4. In March, 1966, he 
was released from active duty and enrolled in college in Emporia at KSTC 
(Now ESU) for the fall semester of 1966.
In Emporia, Larry was assigned to the local Army Reserve Unit, the 1011th 
Supply and Service Co., recently designated as a Selected Reserve Force, 
requiring extra drills and training. On April 11, 1968, this reserve unit was 
activated in a nationwide “call up” by President Lyndon Johnson.
Larry’s unit left in May for Ft. Benning, GA to prepare for Vietnam. He was 
promoted to Sta� Sergeant and was also the Supply Platoon Sergeant upon 
arriving in Bien Hoa, Vietnam by plane in September, 1968. In November, he 
became the Personnel/Administrator NCO at Bearcat, Vietnam, in the
Logistical Support Headquaters. He usually drove 65 to 100 miles per day to 
Long Binh, Bien Hoa, or Saigon. This was the area of most concentrated 
spraying of Agent Orange. 

sergeant major
larry vincent gales

burlington, kansas



In Bearcat, Larry and his barrack buddies built their own bunker above 
ground with 12 X 12 bridge planks, covered with steel planking, plastic, and 
sand bags. It had electricity, bottled water, and cots. He was also the Senior 
Liason NCO o�cer for the Royal Thai Army which they were supporting. It 
was a big job to keep them happy.
Larry’s worst day in Vietnam was when he had to remove the bodies of his 
buddies, Mike Hubert (from Emporia) and Sammy Kinnamon (from Indepen-
dence, KS) killed by an incoming explosive device hitting their jeep by Larry’s 
o�ce.
After returning home to Emporia in July 1969, Larry �nished his Business 
Degree, worked in the Human Resource O�ce at the college, and earned a 
Masters degree in Business. After working in hospitals in Concordia, Greens-
burg, and Wellington, KS, Larry and family moved to Burlington in 1998. He 
was hired to set up the Human Resource Department at the Co�ey County 
Health Center, retiring in 2009. Larry had stayed in the Army Reserves until 
1995, retiring as a Sergeant Major and Chief of Logistics at the US Army Com-
mand Headquarters, (located then in Wichita, KS) with a total of 31 years of 
service. Larry commented on his service in Vietnam, “I felt a big responsibility 
for my troops. I have a good feeling of having served my country and that I 
accomplished what I was sent to do. I was and still am proud of my country 
and military service. Having been there before, on the 2nd tour I was able to 
advise my troops on how to act/react in many di�cult situations.”
Larry met Kathleen (Kathy) Ho�man in Emporia, and they married in 1967. 
Their children are Scott and wife  Cheryl of Topeka; Kristi of Denver; and Kari 
of Burlington. Grandchildren are Morgan, Ally, and Jake Gales of Toreka. Larry 
died July 26, 2013 in Burlington, and was buried with full military honors at 
Graceland Cemetery.

sergeant major
larry vincent gales cont’d

Awards and Decorations
6 Army Commendation Medals
2 Meritorious Medals
Vietnam Service Medal (6 Battle Stars)
Army Achievement Medal
5 Army Reserve Overseas Training Ribbons: 
Germany, S. Korea, England, and Italy X 2
4 Army Reserve Components Achievement 
Medals
NCO Professional Development Ribbon
(Advance Level)
National Defense Reserve Medal
Army Service Ribbon

Sponsored by Kathy Gales



leroy, kansas

Warren “Pete” Gunlock entered the Army May 4, 1943 at Los 
Angeles, CA at age 18.

He left the United States on November 24, 1944 for the
European Theatre. He arrived December 6, 1944.

Pete served with the 385th Infantry Regiment, 76th Division,
in the European Theater as a Mortar Gunner.

He received three Bronze Stars; Ardennes, Rhineland, and 
Central Europe.

Pete was honorably discharged at Fort McPherson, GA on 
December 19, 1945. 

Sponsored by Kent Gunlock 

warren “pete” gunlock



larry l. guy

Larry L. Guy was born May 3, 1950, in Yates Center, KS the 
son of Lewis C. and Ruth Helen (Caven) Guy. He graduated 
from Burlington High School in 1968 and was a lifelong 
resident of Burlington.

He served in the United States Army during the Vietnam 
war and was stationed in Korea.

Larry worked for many years at Hu�’s Gardens and 
became a substitute mail carrier before obtaining a job as 
a full- time mail carrier at the Burlington Post O�ce.

Larry was known throughout the community as a
humorous fellow and all around great person.

Sponsored by Alan Novinger

burlington, kansas



terry haehn

Terry was drafted in the US Army in February 1969 after 
graduating from Burlington High School.

He spent eight weeks in boot camp and another eight 
weeks in combat training.

He was then deployed overseas to Vietnam. He spent 14 
months in Vietnam and attained the rank of E5 (Sergeant) 
before being discharged. 

Terry now lives in Ohio.

Sponsored by Sue and Gary Haehn

burlington, kansas



joyce haight

Joyce arrived in Burlington in 1940 after graduation from college in Atchison to 
become a teacher at BHS. She boarded with other girls at the present-day Dan 
and Linda Allen residence. It was there she met Paul Haight. When WWll broke 
out, Paul enlisted in the US Army and served in the 29th Infantry Division (See 
Paul Haight biography) and Joyce also enlisted in the US Army in the newly 
formed Women’s Army Corps (WAC). As part of WAC recruiting, the Army held a 
competition for the perfect WAC. Joyce was selected as the Midwestern region 
winner and her photo and story were used in publicity to encourage other 
single women to join. Her college degree in Home Economics led her to be 
posted as head dietician for Camp Pickett, a large hospital in Virginia for
returning casualties of the European Theater of Operations, including the 29th 
Division. While in Virginia, Joyce rose to the rank of Major and at one point was 
temporary head of her hospital as an acting Lieutenant Colonel. Among her 
patients was comedian Red Skelton, who had su�ered from a nervous
breakdown. She was single, popular, and attractive, so she never lacked for 
dates, even going out with Winthrop Rockefeller, a future Governor of Arkansas, 
but kept her heart for Paul. After the war, Joyce asked to resign her commission, 
but was denied. She managed to get leave to come to Burlington and Joyce and 
Paul were married. The priest in Burlington insisted they publish banns for three 
weeks before he would marry them. Paul’s brother in Chanute said the priest in 
Chanute would ignore that church requirement and marry them right away. 
Since WAC regulations forbid married women from serving, Joyce agreed to a 
reduction in rank to Lieutenant and received an immediate discharge.
Joyce and Paul returned to Burlington to begin a peace time life and family. 
They were together for the rest of their lives. Their daughter, Jeanne Mancuso, 
lives in Burlington and their son, Bob Haight lives in Weatherford, Texas.

Sponsored by Jeanne Mancuso

burlington, kansas



paul haight

Paul enlisted in the Army shortly after Pearl Harbor in February of 1942 at Bed-
ford, Virginia.

In October 1942, his 29th Division was sent to England to train and prepare for 
the invasion of Europe. In June 1944, the 29th Division was assigned to Omaha 
Beach on D-Day. Together with the 1st Infantry Division they were the �rst to hit 
the beach below the heavily forti�ed cli�s. The 116th Regiment took some of 
the highest casualties of the landing and Paul remembered spending the night 
of June 6th under a tank. It took a month to reach their objective of St. Lo in 
Normandy which had been reduced to rubble.

Paul was a member of the Quartermaster Corps and attained the rank of Ser-
geant many times due to the fact he was a tad ornery and lost his stripes for 
breaking regulations only to earn the rank back.

When the war was over, Paul sailed back to the states aboard the Queen Mary 
which had been converted to a troop transport ship. He was given a 30 day 
leave until he was to report to California to prepare for the invasion of Japan. 
President Truman made the decision to drop the Atomic bomb on Japan which 
ended the war, so Paul was given a discharge at the age of 36.

He married his girlfriend Joyce and ran the Pioneer Hardware store here in
Burlington for many years. They raised two children, Jeanne Mancuso and Bob 
Haight.

Sponsored by Jeanne Mancuso

burlington, kansas



arza a. hammond

Arza A. Hammond joined the Army in September 2002 
and has attained the rank of E-6.

Arza is a mechanic and Artillery Tank Operator.

He has served his country in Germany, Kuwait, and Iraq.

Arza received the Purple Heart for injuries he received 
while in the Iraqi Freedom campaign.

He now resides at Fort Riley, KS. 

Sponsored by Steve & Lettie Hammond
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jesse r. hammond

Jesse R. Hammond joined the Army in May 2002.
He is now an E-5.

Jesse is with 13 Fox Trot as a Forward Observer. He served 
his country in Japan, Philippines, Thailand, Australia, 
Kuwait, and Iraq.

He is currently in the Army Reserves and lives in Wichita, 
KS.

Sponsored by Steve and Lettie Hammond
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steven e. hammond

Steven E. Hammond joined the Army in September 1995.

He has attained the rank of E-7, Sergeant First Class. Steven 
is with Field Artillery and Satellite Communications.

He has served his country in Canada, Mexico, Germany,
Netherlands, Russia, Jordan, Qatar, Kuwait, Iraq, Korea, 
Yemen, Bahrain, Italy, Saudi Arabia, England and Ireland.

Steven currently resides in St. Petersburg, FL.

Sponsored by Steve and Lettie Hammond

burlington, kansas



leroy, kansas

Bruce W. (BW) Harden served in Vietnam in 1969.

He was stationed at Fire Base Moore, Dong Tam. There he 
served with the 9th Infantry Division, B Battery, 1st Battalion, 
84th Artillery unit.

Upon returning to the United States he was assigned to Fort 
Carson near Colorado Springs, CO until his release from duty.

Sponsored by Wanda Harden

bruce harden



burlington, kansas

Robert Kenneth Hawkins was born on March 9, 1920 to Ernest 
Sr. and Bertha Halda Hawkins. Robert attended school in Hart-
ford, KS.

On August 25, 1942, he entered the United States Army, 
achieving the rank of Tech Sergeant in the 531st Anti-Aircraft 
Artillery Automatic Weapons Battalion, Headquarters Battery. 

Robert served his country in many horri�c battles, including 
Omaha Beach on D-Day, the Battle of the Bulge, and the Rhine 
Surge, just to name a few. Robert was honorably discharged on 
October 31, 1945. 

In June of 1946, Robert married Matilda Ester Kraft and to this 
union were born four children, Gladys, Dennis, Billy, and 
Thomas.

Sponsored by Billy Hawkins

 robert k. hawkins



brandon heller

Brandon Heller was born July 13, 1976 to Joseph Wayne Heller and 
Lori Heller.  Brandon enlisted in the US Army in 1995 right after
graduation from Yates Center High School. He was honorably
discharged in 2015 after 20 years of service.
 

Brandon spent basic training in Ft. Sill, OK and went to �ight school 
before being deployed. Brandon spent a total of 53 months deployed 
in Kosovo, Iraq, and Afghanistan serving in the Iraqi Freedom and 
Operation Enduring Freedom-Afghanistan campaigns. Brandon was a 
UH-60 Blackhawk pilot in the 82nd Airborne Division. His highest
enlisted rank was Sta� Sergeant and later became a Chief Warrant 
O�cer 3 (CWO-3).

Brandon served as a Maintenance Test Pilot for a time. He then 
became an Air Mission Commander and received his Senior Aviator 
Wings. Brandon �ew countless missions in both Iraq and Afghanistan 
for Medevac, air assault, and even VIP missions. He �ew important 
VIP’s such as General Petraeus to many areas of Afghanistan. He also 
�ew in entertainers such as Robin Williams, Jessica Simpson, and 
some professional wrestlers.

Brandon now resides in Wisconsin with his daughter, Kynlie Beth 
Heller. He has two brothers, Josh and Luke and one sister, Haley.

Sponsored by Lori Heller

burlington, kansas
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Michael Dan Herrick was born on May 16, 1946 in Emporia, KS. He was one of 
three children born to Carl and Margaret Walkup Herrick. 

Michael served his country in the United States Army from October 1963 to 
September 1966. He did his basic training at Fort Leonard Wood, MO. He was 
stationed in Verdun, France for the rest of his duty. He was an E5. His duties 
included processing data cards for supply control activities in Germany and 
France, while operating key punch machines and other o�ce machines.

On June 10, 1967 he married his high school sweetheart, Linda Jane Gilligan. To 
this marriage, two children were born, Stephanie Renae and Jason Shane. His 
working career comprised of thirty - two years in the construction business 
which included residential, commercial, nuclear, and commercial inspection, 
estimating, and supervision.

Michael thoroughly enjoyed spending time with family and friends, and in his 
earlier years, �shing and hunting. He was able to enjoy his �rst granddaughter, 
Samantha Scheve for almost two years. One of his fondest memories was his 
surprise 50th birthday party. He had lost his dad from cancer when he was 50 
and Michael always said he would not make it to 50. He did, however, he did 
not see his 51st birthday.

At the age of 38, he started having heart problems. Michael passed away from a 
heart attack at the age of 50 on January 11, 1997 and was laid to rest on Janu-
ary 15th at Memorial Lawn Cemetery in Emporia, KS.

Sponsored by Linda (Herrick) Birk

michael d. herrick



burlington, kansas

Alvin James Hess was born January 20, 1921 at Halls Summit, 
Co�ey County, KS.

He served in the U.S. Army as a Corporal during WWII from 
1942-1945.

Mr. Hess was part of the 41st Division in the South Paci�c as Pack 
Artillery. He and eight other men cared for 500 pack horses. Later 
while still stationed in the South Paci�c, he was a meat inspector.

He received the Asiatic-Paci�c Theater Campaign Medal.

Alvin James Hess died on December 22, 2009 at Burlington, KS 
and is buried at Graceland Cemetery.

Sponsored by Gerald and Bev Laws

alvin james hess



harold hess
new strawn, kansas



leroy, kansas

M. L. Hess served in the U. S. Army for three years.

He served with Carroll Caldwell of Burlington in the John 
Deere Battalion.

At the time of their enlistment, they were both working for 
John Deere in Burlington. They were instrumental in getting 
the name for the battalion.

Sponsored by Michael Hess

m.l. hess



burlington, kansas

John Robert “Bob” Hoag honorably served eight years in the United States Army 
during the Korean Con�ict from 1952-1960. This included two years of active 
duty of which 12 months and 13 days were served overseas, where he was an 
Army Medic. After being discharged from active duty on November 14, 1953, 
Bob served in the Ready Army Reserves (AMeds) from November 15, 1953 to 
February 21, 1957. He was then transferred to Standby Reserve from February 21, 
1957 to the time of his discharge on February 13, 1960. While serving in the 
Army, Bob earned the rank of Sta� Sergeant.

Bob was born July 6, 1932 at Piqua, KS, the son of John W. and Frances Hoag. He 
passed away on April 23, 2013. He grew up in Yates Center, KS and graduated 
from Yates Center High School in 1949. On September 27, 1958, he and Rose 
Marie Massoth were married at St. Martin’s Catholic Church in Piqua. They 
became the parents of a son (Mike) and four daughters (Mary, Janet, Susan, and 
Renee).

Bob lived in Burlington, KS from 1958 to the time of his death. He managed the 
Burlington Elevator and later the Hartford Elevator from which he retired in 1996. 
Bob was a member of the St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church and was a 3rd Degree 
member of the Knights of Columbus, both of Burlington. He also volunteered at 
Co�ey County Hospital. In his leisure time he loved bowling, gardening, and 
spending time with his family. 

Sponsored by Mary Renteria, Janet Reppert, Mike Hoag,
Susan Fowler, and Renee Van Nieuwenhuyse

 john robert hoag



francis “loy” hovious

Loy Hovious was born May 22, 1912 in Hartford, KS the son of 
Francis and Birdie Hovious. His early life was spent in Hartford, 
where he graduated from high school.

After high school Loy served in the U.S. Army and served in 
the Paci�ce Theatre during World War ll.

Upon return, he was married to Margorie Cossairt on
April 10, 1945. The family lived in Burlington, Wichita, and
Emporia where he was the manager of several retail clothing 
and shoe stores. Loy passed away in October of 1971.
He has four daughters and four sons.

Sponsored by Kelly Davidson

burlington, kansas



charles a. huff

Charles was drafted and reported to Ft. Leavenworth on July 13, 1942. He went from
Shepherd Field in Texas to Sioux Falls, South Dakota to Panama City, Florida. He was 
promoted to Sta� Sergeant and was quali�ed as a radio operator and a tail gunner. In 
Greenville, South Carolina, Charles �ew many training missions as a radio operator in a 
B-25. At this time, there were requests for anyone interested in becoming an Aviation 
Cadet. On June 6, 1943, he was transferred to the 96th Squadron of the Army Air Corp and 
was shipped to Kessler Field in Mississippi. After some more schooling, he headed to
Maxwell Field in Alabama in Nov. 1943 for cadet training. He �ew PT-17's and BT-13's and 
AT-10's and made Corporal. On Aug. 4, 1944, Charles received his wings and was
commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant. On Sept. 17, 1944, Charles was among one hundred 
other trained pilots that boarded a ship for England. These men were the top ten pilots 
from each of the training schools in the US. They were on their way to England to be 
dispersed among the US air�elds there, all part of the United States Eighth Air Force. These 
men were to become the replacement pilots for those already lost in action. Charles was 
one of the ten men assigned to the 384th Bomb group, 544th Bomb Squadron, near Graf-
ton, England. Since Charles had never �own a B-17 he had to spend some 26 hours in 
training.
On Nov. 16, 1944, Charles went on his �rst mission. On January 10, 1945, the squadron was 
giving air support during the Battle of the Bulge and his plane was hit and he gave the 
order to bail out. He was the last one to go and came down in a cemetery. When he got out 
from under the parachute he was surrounded by Belgium people with pitchforks and other 
make-shift weapons. Since they did not understand each other, it took him awhile to 
convince them he was an American. He had his dog tags, but no money and was walking in 
only felt boot liners because his boots were whipped o� when he opened his chute. They 
were �nally convinced and help him get to the coast.
On April 4, 1945, Charles �ew his last mission. Altogether, he was on about 30 combat
missions bombing di�erent enemy airdromes, factories, submarine pens, and marshaling 
yards in Belgium, Holland, and Germany. On May 13, 1945, he arrived in Boston after 13 
days crossing the Atlantic. He was discharged on August 1, 1945.

Sponsored by Ruth Hu� and Helen Steele

"Anyone can drive a car, but it takes
someone special to �y a B-17 bomber."

burlington, kansas



victor “ray” hutson

Ray Hutson attained the rank of Sergeant in the US Army. He served with Company D, 2nd 
Battalion, 16th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division “The Big Red One” in Vietnam from 1968-1969.
 Ray went to basic training on January 10, 1968 at Fort Leonard Wood, MO as part of the 2nd 
Basic Combat Training Brigade, 5th Battalion. He was then transferred to Fort Polk, LA for 
Advanced Infantry Training. Fort Leonard Wood was very cold and Fort Polk was very hot as 
Ray remembers it. Ray �nished this training in May of 1968. After training, Ray was deployed 
to Vietnam in June of 1968. Upon arriving in Vietnam, he carried ammo for his machine 
gunner. Then for about six weeks, he carried a 90MM recoilless ri�e weighing 90 lbs. Ray also 
spent time carrying a PRC  25 radio while in the �eld. In full gear, Ray carried a radio, two extra 
batteries, an M16 ri�e, 30 clips of ammunition, and four canteens—minimum. 
Ray received the Purple Heart when his company was ambushed on October 23, 1968. His 
company was protecting a downed chopper when contact was made with the NVA. Seven 
members of his group were killed and fourteen were wounded including Ray. He was hit in 
the right arm and had shrapnel wounds to his forehead, face, and neck. 
After being wounded Ray was assigned to supply where he and his buddies worked hard to 
trade for supplies the men needed, even trading with neighboring Korean troops. 
In April, Ray was again assigned to the �eld for a short time until returning to base camp to 
�nish out his tour in Vietnam.
 On June 20, 1969, by direction of the President, Ray was awarded the Bronze Star for 
“Distinguishing himself by outstandingly meritorious service in connection with military 
operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam.” Upon returning to the US, Ray 
served as a Supply Sergeant for A51 in Fort Lewis, WA.
After his discharge from the Army, Ray began work at Lyon-Co�ey Rural Electric where he 
worked for 43 years until recently retiring. Ray now lives on his farm south of Burlington with 
wife Judy Hutson. Ray and Judy have seven children, Kyle Hutson, Kelly Hutson, Kirk Hutson, 
Kelsy Crutch�eld, Kacia Ross, Michael Courter, and Patrick Courter. 

Sponsored by: Judy Hutson, Kyle Hutson, Kelly Hutson, Kirk Hutson, Kelsy Crutch�eld, Kacia Ross, 
Michael Courter, and Patrick Courter

burlington, kansas



silas jones

Silas Alonzo Jones served as a wagoneer with the 1st Company 164th Depot 
Brigade on the battle�elds of France during World War I. Prior to arriving in 
Europe, his unit was detained near Boston, Massachusetts, when a �u
epidemic struck. His daughter once shared Si’s memory of this time: “The 
healthy men went up high up on a hillside to sleep. In the mornings they 
would march back down, dig great trenches, and bury the soldiers who had 
died during the night. That must have been one of the worst times of his life, 
watching so much su�ering and death.” In France, he and his company were 
hit with mustard gas, but other details of his service are lost to time. His 
daughter also wrote “I’ve heard Dad talk about the horror of war and he would 
always say ‘no man should ever have to �ght.’”

Si was born on June 18, 1896, in Missouri, but spent most of his life in Co�ey 
County. He settled in LeRoy with his wife, Minnie Yoho Jones. They had four 
daughters, two sons, and a foster daughter who they raised from early child-
hood. He passed away on February 25, 1968.

Silas is survived by 15 grandchildren and many great- and great-great-grand-
children.  His grandchildren include Terry Jones and Tracy Jones Campbell, 
Burlington; Tom Jones, Hiawatha; Donna Pugh, Roger Gilbert, Richard Gilbert, 
Randy Gilbert, rural LeRoy; Anita Scarbrough, Ozawkie; Judy Solenberger, 
Roeland Park; Jackie Ray and Monica Kelley, California; Marvin Colgin, Jr., 
Alaska; Jennie Daniels and Cindy Whitworth, Idaho; and Clayton Colgin,
Australia.

Sponsored by Tracy Jones Campbell and Roger & Sheila Gilbert
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I was born and raised on a farm south of Burlington, the only son 
with two sisters, to Glen and Rosa Kelly. I went four years to a rural 
country schoolhouse along the Gridley road (Hwy 57). I then went 
to Burlington schools and graduated in the class of 1964. I farmed 
full time with my mom and dad and worked on the Crandall Ranch 
for Abbott and Ethel Crandall. In 1969, I sold my Angus cow herd, 
gave my machinery to dad and mom, and joined the Army.

I took basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, MO. I had a written
guarantee to Heavy Equipment School at Ft. Belvoir, VA. When I 
graduated from there I had orders for Vietnam. While serving 
there, I got to know God in Heaven very good and by the grace of 
His wishes, made it back home, only to be spit upon by fellow 
humans when my plane landed in California. 

carl glen kelly jr.

By this time I had eight months left in service and was sent to Germany, where I toured the
Neligan River on weekends, taking pictures of castles. After being discharged with honors, I
married my sweetheart on August 12, 1972 and lived the most enjoyable years of my life. We 
raised two sons and were planning on our retirement when a 17 year battle with cancer took my 
wife’s life in July 2015. I lost the love of my life, but still have a lifetime of memories.   By Carl Kelly, Jr.

Sponsored by Tami McCollough
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Michael Kewley was born May 26, 1987 in Emporia, KS to
Michael and Regina Kewley. He graduated from Burlington 
High School in 2005. He attended the University of Kansas for 
one year and then joined the U.S. Army in 2006.

Michael completed Basic Training, Airborne School, and RIP 
(Ranger Indoctrination Program) at Fort Benning, Georgia. He 
was assigned to the 75th Ranger Regiment, 2nd Battalion, at Fort 
Lewis, WA. Michael then deployed to support Operation
Enduring Freedom and to �ght the war on terrorism. He
supported operations with the 8-1 Cavalry Regiment and
�nished his military career with the 173rd Airborne Brigade
stationed in Vicenza, Italy with an honorable discharge.

Michael attained the rank of Sergeant. 

Sponsored by Michael, Regina, and Chase Kewley

 michael kewley



gridley, kansas

Philip H. Kraft was an Army veteran of WWII with the 531st 
Antiaircraft Artillery Battalion in Africa.

Philip was wounded in battle, receiving the Purple Heart 
Medal and Good Conduct Medal.

Sponsored by Kayla Kraft

philip h. kraft



leroy, kansas

Allen F. Lankton was inducted in the United States Army in 
1943, received training at Ft. Knox, KY and Camp Campbell, 
KY.

He served overseas as a tank driver from February 1945 until 
receiving an honorable discharge with the rank of T/4 in 
1946.

He served in several battles while in Germany.

 
Sponsored by Ron Lankton

 allen f. lankton



floyd a. lewis

Floyd A. Lewis was born August 17, 1920 in Shields, KS to parents Ira and Mae Lewis Kelley. 
His family moved to the Co�ey County area at an early age. He attended rural country 
schools and then Burlington High School where he graduated in 1938.

After graduation, Floyd spent several months in and around Los Angeles working
government jobs and helped build the Garnett North City Lake as a part of the
CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps) established by President Roosevelt’s “New Deal” agenda.

Floyd was inducted in to the U.S. Army on August 1, 1942 at Fort Leavenworth, KS. He was 
sent to Fort Gruber, OK and then was stationed at Fort Clark, TX near Bracketsville. Floyd 
attained the quali�cation of Marksman with the M1 ri�e. When he received deployment 
orders to the war in the Paci�c, he asked his girlfriend Almo Crouse to come to Texas and 
marry him before he shipped out. Almo traveled to Texas and they were married
May 1, 1943. 

Shortly thereafter, Floyd boarded the troop carrier SS President Johnson and took o� for 
Australia. On the way there, he was initiated into “The Ancient Order of the Deep” as a 
Trusty Shellback when they crossed the Equator, as did the rest of his shipmates.
When Floyd arrived in Australia they were ordered not to leave their ship. Seems some 
American soldiers already there had been drinking and causing too much trouble and the 
Aussies wouldn’t let any more come ashore.

Floyd was then shipped to New Guinea to help rid the island of Japanese. In 1945, he went 
to the Philippines and later was awaiting the invasion of the Japanese homeland when 
President Truman ordered the use of the Atomic bombs which ended the war. Floyd then 
was a part of the occupation force which entered Japan.
 

Floyd returned home and was discharged from the Army on January 12, 1946. Floyd had 
attained the rank of Technical Sergeant (Now known as a Sergeant First Class) and served 
with the 64th Quartermaster Battalion. Technical Sergeants were often designated a 
platoon Sergeant, acting as second in command. He returned to Burlington where he and 
Almo took over the family business of Stepfather John Kelley and renamed it Lewis Stan-
dard, later to become Lewis Oil. They raised four children, Linda, Larry, John, and Steve.

Sponsored by the Linda, Larry, John, and Steve Lewis Families 
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joseph lichtenauer jr.
waverly, kansas



robert l. luney
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waverly, kansas

Arthur Mahar was born November 16, 1925 in Eureka, KS.  He 
was inducted in the U.S. Army on November 18, 1944 at
Ft. Leavenworth, KS. Arthur served in Battery A, 78th Field
Artillery Battalion, 2nd Armored Division during WWII. 

Arthur received the European, African, Middle Eastern Theater 
Ribbon, The Victory Medal, The Good Conduct Medal and the 
Army of Occupation Medal/Germany and attained the rank of 
Sta� Sergeant.

Sponsored by Jackie Clarkson

 

arthur r. mahar



dee d. martin

Dee Martin was born February 12, 1923.

Dee served as a TEC Sergeant in the U.S. Army during 
World War ll.

Sponsored by Tim and Jan Martin

burlington, kansas



franklin mccullough

Franklin McCullough entered the U.S. Army in 1943 and 
served until 1946.

He was a member of the 17th Airborne Division, Artillery. 

Franklin landed in England and soon was involved in many 
areas of the European Theatre including France, Belgium, 
and Germany.

Sponsored by Mrs. Franklin McCullough

burlington, kansas



james e. “mac” mccurry

James E. McCurry enlisted in the Army in San Antonio, Texas with the 359th 
Regiment/2nd Battalion Headquarters. James then went to Abilene, Texas 
where he started his service with the 90th Infantry known as the TO of “Tough 
Ombres”. This group was comprised of soldiers from Texas and Oklahoma. In 
the military, James was referred to as ‘Mac’.
The group then went to obtain training at Camp Polk in Louisiana; traveled to 
a desert close to San Francisco, CA; went to New Jersey; then shipped out 
from New York City, NY to head to England in March 1944. It took 17 days to 
get to England by English ship due to the great ship convoy traveling
together. James said that you could see ships as far as the eye could see. To 
keep the enemy from gaining knowledge of the convoy, the ships had to 
change course every few days.
Upon arriving in England, the group was there for three months before
heading to France where they entered Omaha Beach, Normandy, France on 
June 9, 1944. The group traveled through France, Germany, and
Czechoslovakia.
‘Mac served three years and seven months with the 90th Infantry Division. The 
90th Infantry was not a permanent division, but an added division. After the 
war, the 90th Infantry Division was divided and was added to the other
permanent or regular divisions. To return to the United States, James became 
a part of the 262nd Infantry Division. Mac returned to the United States from 
Germany on the Queen Mary luxury liner (Which had been transformed into a 
troop ship). In October 1945, James E. McCurry came to Co�ey County, Kansas 
to marry his ‘pen-pal, Beulah Wallace, whom was a sister of his Army buddy 
Ralph Wallace.   

Sponsored by Mary Lou Ponder

waverly, kansas



waverly, kansas

Richard Meiners was born in Kansas City, MO and 
graduated from Paseo High School. Richard served in 
the U. S. Army from 1966-1968. Richard deployed to 
Vietnam May 1, 1967 and was there for a one year tour 
of duty in the 1st Cavalry Division. Richard met John 
“Hubcaps” Lichtenauer in 1968.

Richard said his heroes were combat medics, POW’s, 
and of course, Bob Hope.

Sponsored by John Lichtenauer

richard meiners



gridley, kansas

Eldon Charles Metzger was born June 5, 1933.

He served in the U.S. Army from 1953-1955 during the 
Korean War.

Eldon trained as a Medic at Ft. Sam Houston, TX.

He was also stationed at Ft. Bliss, Tx and Walter Reed Hos-
pital in Bethesda, MD.

Eldon cared for soldiers returning from the con�ict who 
su�ered from what is now known as PTSD.

Eldon passed away on July 29, 2005.

Sponsored by Dorene Metzger

 

eldon metzger



maurice moore
waverly, kansas



gridley, kansas

Roy “Oscar” Franklin Mozingo was born February 3, 1933 in Gridley, KS. 
He graduated from Gridley Rural High School in May of 1951. 

Roy and Elsie Janice Brewer were married on January 29, 1956 in
Emporia, KS and were blessed with two girls, Janice Kay Trahan (1958 – 
1998) and Debra Arline Douglass-Metsker (1956-). Following
graduation, he joined his father, W. L. Mozingo in the family excavation 
business. He was a truck driver and heavy equipment operator.

He served in the U. S. Army from May 7, 1953 to April 22, 1955, where 
upon honorable discharge he returned to Gridley and again worked 
for his father, W. L. Mozingo. They were working on the turnpike near 
Emporia where he met his wife, Elsie. Roy did his basic training at Ft. 
Knox, Kentucky and 11 months in Newfoundland, Nova Scotia. He 
belonged to Company C of the 347th Engineer Aviation Battalion. 

Roy passed away on July 30, 2015 and was laid to rest on August 7, 
2015 at the Gridley Cemetery.

Sponsored by Debra Douglas-Metsker

 

roy “oscar” f. mozingo 



donald d. mulcahey
waverly, kansas



bernard nilges
burlington, kansas



waverly, kansas

John Wayne Norman was born in March 1932 in Co�ey County Kansas.  His parents 
were John and Fern (Kukuk) Norman.  He gradutated from Waverly High School in 
1949 and immediately commenced his farming career.  Except for his two years of 
military services, John Wayne has lived his entire life on the family farm southwest 
of Waverly.

John Wayne served in the United States Army from January 15, 1953 - December 
24, 1954 during the Korean War.  He received his basic training at Fort Riley, Kansas 
and was then trained on the tactics of artillery sound ranging at Fort Bennington, 
Georgia.  John Wayne was a member of the 10th Infantry Division, Company M 86th 
infantry.

John Wayne recalls the long boat ride from California to South Korea, eventually 
landing at Pusan and traveling on a rickety old train to the camp located near the 
De-militarization Zone.  He faithfully served the United States Army for a two-year 
period before being honorably dischardged on Christmas Eve in 1954.  John Wayne 
was a Corporal at the time of his discharge.

John Wayne Norman married Roberta Keys May 15th, 1955.  They have 3 grown 
daughters: Laurie, Sandy and Gaye.  John Wayne is a well-respected stockman and 
farmer and known by his neighbors as the person who will always lend a helping 
hand in time of need.

John Wayne immensely enjoyed being a part of the 12th Southern Co�ey County 
Honor Flight that traveled to Washington, D.C. in April, 2017.  While there, the veter-
ans visited a number of the national war memorials.  John Wayne was particularly 
moved by the memorial to the Korean War.

Sponsored by his loving daughters: Laurie Stewart, Sandy Salava and Gaye Jarred

john wayne norman



kenneth parmely



william h. parmely

Lt. Parmely enlisted in the US Army Air Corps during 
WWll.

He served in the Southwest Training Command.

His primary duties were training aerial engineers to 
�y in B32’s. When the war ended he was being 
trained to �y the B 29.

Sponsored by Gayln Meiers

burlington, kansas



cecil john paul, jr

Cecil John Paul, Jr was born in 1948 and raised on a 
farm in Wabaunsee County, KS.

He was drafted into the U.S. Army in 1968.

His basic training was at Ft. Leonard Wood, MO. He was 
stationed at Ft. Riley, KS in 1968-69, and served in
Vietnam in 1969-70 with the 92nd Engineering
Battalion.

Commendations include the National Defense Service 
Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, and Vietnam Campaign 
Medal.

Sponsored by Mary Ellen Paul

burlington, kansas



andrew petterson

Andrew "Andy" Petterson served in the United States Army Air 
Corps from Nov. 21, 1941 until Dec. 8, 1945.

He re-enlisted from 1948 to 1953 and served in the United States 
Air Force.

During this enlistment, he received the Bronze Star during the 
Korean War. In 1957, he once again enlisted into the U.S. Air Force 
and retired in 1967.

In 1959, he received the Air Force Longevity Service Award with 
two bronze oak leaf clusters and in 1960 he received the Air Force 
Commendation Award.

Andy voluntarily enlisted and served during World War II, Korean 
War and Vietnam. He was an aircraft mechanic, bomber pilot, 
�ight instructor and operated radar sites. He was stationed in 
Japan and Greenland as well as stateside.

Sponsored by Mark Petterson

burlington, kansas



ray pierson, sr

Ray Pierson was born November 10, 1898 to parents William and Anna Pierson in 
Pottawatomie Twp., 17 miles northeast of Burlington. His family moved to
Burlington when he was �ve years old. Ray attended grade and high school at 
Burlington, graduating from Burlington High School in 1917. Ray enlisted in
Company C, 137th Infantry of the Kansas National Guard on June 17, 1915 and was 
inducted into Federal service June 26, 1916. He was made a Corporal October 30, 
1916 and was promoted to Sergeant September 11, 1917. He served on the Mexican 
border in the Pancho Villa incident in 1916. He went overseas with the 35th Division 
May 18, 1918 and returned to the U.S. April 27, 1919. He was discharged from the 
service at Camp Funston May 9, 1919.
While in Europe, Ray served in major battles, including the Weserling Secter on the 
Western Front from June 30 to August 14, 1918. Also, the Geradiner Sector August 
14 to September 12; The St. Mihiel o�ensive September 26 thru October 1 and in 
the Verdun Sector October 6 to November 6, 1918. 
After returning home, Ray entered the University of Kansas Law School in 1923 and 
received his law degree. He did post graduate work at the University of Southern 
California for a few months before returning home and opening a law practice in 
Burlington. He was a member of the Fifth Judicial District Bar Association and the 
Bar Association of the State of Kansas. He was admitted to practice in the Supreme 
Court of the State of Kansas in 1923, in the U.S. District Court in 1930, the U.S. Court 
of Appeals and the U S. Supreme Court in 1934. He served one term as county 
attorney of Co�ey County and in later years his practice had extended over a wide 
area. He was the senior member of the law �rm of Pierson & Buckles. 
Ray passed away as the result of a car accident in February, 1953 while he was on his 
way to be renamed the chairman of the 1953 USO Defense Fund Drive for the State 
of Kansas. 

Ray’s granddaughter Jenny Roth and her husband Cameron sponsor his banner.

burlington, kansas



joseph r. presley

Joe was inducted into the U. S. Army in January of 1966 
in Kansas City, MO.

He served basic training at Fort Leonard Wood, MO and 
AIT at Fort Bliss, Texas.

After extensive training, he was shipped out to Vietnam 
as a unit of the 4th Battery, 60th Artillery. They docked 
at the west port city of Qui Nhon.

Joe spent 9 months in the Central Highlands at Li
English and another 3 months at the DMZ.

He returned home on Christmas Eve 1967 and was
discharged in January of 1968.

Joe has three children, Scott, Kelly, and Sheila Hansen. 

Sponsored by Sheila Hansen

burlington, kansas



leroy, kansas

William Dean Ray attended LeRoy High School before
entering the U. S. Army Air Force.

He served his country as a pilot during WWII.

He then enjoyed a career as a commercial pilot based in San 
Diego, CA.

Bill (Or Dean as he was known to friends and family in 
Kansas) met the love of his life, Opal Jones, in the halls of 
LeRoy High School. They raised three children; Jackie, 
Monica, and Donald. In his retirement, he enjoys bringing his 
daughters, grandchildren, and great grandchildren back to 
Kansas to spend time with his nieces and nephews and their 
families in LeRoy and Burlington.

Sponsored by Tracy Campbell

william dean ray



billy redding
burlington, kansas



thomas e. reed

Thomas Eugene Reed was born in Ellsworth County, KS in 
1923 and graduated from Lebo High School in 1941.

He served in the U.S. Army from 1943-46.

During WWll, he served as a combat infantryman with the 
501st Parachute Regiment.

He was part of these campaigns: Ardennes, Rhineland, 
and Central Europe.

Citations include WWll Victory Ribbon, Good Conduct 
Medal, American Theatre Ribbon, EAME Theatre Ribbon, 
and 3 Bronze Stars.

Sponsored by Mary Ellen Paul

burlington, kansas



conard reisbig

Conard Reisbig, known as “Coonie”, was born on a farm east of 
Gridley, KS November 26, 1895 and passed away February 13, 
1981 at the Veteran’s Hospital in Topeka, KS at the age of 85 years, 
2 months, and 18 days. He was the second child of the nine chil-
dren born to Henry and Anna Hegwald Reisbig. Conard served in 
the U. S. Army as a Private First Class in Camp Utility and Con-
struction from June 24, 1918 until May 22, 1919. He was a 
member of the Congdon-Kepler American Legion Post 38 in Burl-
ington and a member of the Gridley Christian Church. 

Following his return from the service, Conard and Vivian Edith 
Eccles were united in marriage on February 25, 1920 at Burling-
ton, KS. They made their home on a farm near Gridley for nearly 
56 years. To this union a son Lloyd G. and a daughter, Viola I. were 
born. He was Proceeded in death by his wife, January 14, 1976. 
Following her death, Coonie made his home at the Madison 
Manor in Madison, KS.

Sponsored by Sandra Rickabaugh

gridley, kansas



lloyd reisbig

Lloyd George Reisbig was born May 8, 1921 at Gridley, KS to 
Conard and Vivian Eccles Reisbig. He graduated from Gridley 
High School and attended Iola Kansas Junior College where he 
was a member of the football team.

His education was interrupted when he was drafted into the 
military. While overseas, he was stricken with Rheumatic Fever, a 
condition to a�ect the rest of his life. He spent two summers in 
the Arizona climate recovering.

Lloyd and a cousin started in the service station business in 
Madison, KS where Lloyd met Clara Louise Hollis. They were 
united in marriage April 29, 1950 at Madison and made their 
home there for two years before moving to Burlington, KS. They 
made their home in Burlington where they raised their family of 
three children, Diana Loy Solis, Sandra Kay Rickabaugh, and 
Roger Lloyd Reisbig.

Sponsored by Sandra Rickabaugh

gridley, kansas



eddie “jack” rich

Eddie “Jack” Rich enlisted in the United States Army in 1943.

After basic training, Jack was assigned to POW camp in
Louisiana, where he guarded POW prisoners from Germany.

Eddie was honorably discharged from the Army in 1945.

Sponsored by Clarence and Rosemarie Rich

burlington, kansas



waverly, kansas

Eldon F. Richter was born at Waverly, KS on April 7, 1920. He was 
the oldest son of Frank and Carrie Richter. Eldon spent most of 
his life in Waverly, KS where he graduated from Waverly High 
School in 1939. He enlisted in the Army Air Corps, September 23, 
1941 in Kansas City, KS. In his school days nearly all his friends 
called him “Rick”.

Technical Sergeant Richter was in the 303rd Bomb Group, 427 
Bomb Squadron and was killed in action August 19, 1943 in the 
European Theatre area along the Dutch coast. He was awarded 
the Purple Heart for wounds. He is buried at Waverly Cemetery 
in Waverly, KS.

Sponsored by the Floyd Lewis Foundation

eldon richter



waverly, kansas

Joe Richter was born on April 16, 1924 in Waverly, KS to Frank and Carrie 
Richter and attended Waverly schools. Joe joined the United States Army 
Air Corps at age 18 and served in the China-Burma-India Theatre during 
WWII. Joe returned to the states and married Mildred Conger on
September 24, 1950 at University Methodist Church in Topeka. Joe served 
on the Topeka Police Department for 29 years before retiring in 1978 with 
the rank of Captain. The Richter’s owned and operated Richter Funeral 
Escort Service in Topeka for nearly 30 years. The Richter’s enjoyed
traveling during their time together. 

Joe and Mildred were parents of Dennis (Jan) and Steve Richter. They have 
�ve grandchildren, Matt (Beth) of Fountain, CO, Melissa (Nolan) Lewis of 
Basehor, KS, Daniel Richter of Topeka, Corey Richter of Topeka, and Kelly 
Richter of Mayetta, KS. He was preceded in death by brother Eldon who 
was killed in action in WWII and a sister, Jean Devlin of Topeka. 

Sponsored by Mildred Richter, Steve and Sandy Lewis, Nolan and Melissa Lewis 

joe richter



floyd h. robinson

Floyd H. Robinson was born January 29, 1949 to parents Elmer and Lena Rob-
inson. He grew up and went to school in Burlington. He held a few di�erent 
jobs such as pin setter at the old bowling alley on 3rd Street and also Lewis 
Standard at 4th and Neosho. After high school Floyd enlisted in the US Army. 
He attended basic training at Fort Leonard Wood, MO and then NCO school at 
Fort Polk, LA. He was then deployed to Vietnam in 1968. Floyd served a one 
year tour of duty and then returned home where he informed his family, 
against their wishes, that he was going to return to Vietnam for another one 
year tour. Shortly after returning for his 2nd tour, Robinson went out on a 
reconnaissance mission as a point man with four others in Kontum Province, 
South Vietnam about ten miles west northwest of Dak To. They become 
engaged in a heavy �re�ght and Robinson and two others were separated 
from the team leader and his assistant. They were able to escape and evade in 
some heavily jungled area. On March 14th, 1969 they crossed a stream and 
moved south when they were ambushed by communist soldiers. The three 
men returned �re and were able to break contact. Robinson proceeded north 
on a trail while the other men found cover in thick brush. That was the last 
time Floyd was seen alive. Company sized operations were conducted in the 
region to �nd Robinson, but to no avail. Floyd was classi�ed as Missing in 
Action. On July 8, 1975, Floyd was o�cially declared dead. Floyd was classi�ed 
as a Sta� Sergeant E5 and served with Company E, 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry 
Reconnaissance of the 4th Infantry Division. Floyd received the Purple Heart 
and Bronze Star for his bravery in combat. Floyd is remembered with a 27 mile 
stretch of highway 75 through Co�ey County. This stretch of highway is 
known as Floyd H. Robinson Memorial Highway. An article in the June 26, 
2012 edition of the Co�ey County Republican contains more information on 
Floyd.

Sponsored by the American Legion family, Post 38

burlington, kansas



troy a. rogers
leroy, kansas



harry d. rohrer
burlington, kansas



gridley, kansas

Charles Arthur Roth was born July 11, 1917, at Burlington, Co�ey 
County, KS, to Ira Frederick and Sarah Byancy Redding Roth.

Charles and Esther Louise Robinson were married September 9, 
1942 in Burlington, KS. They were the parents of Charlene Roth 
Danford, Lois Roth Nelson, and Larry Roth.

Charles Roth served as a Private First Class in the United States 
Army. He entered on September 3, 1941 at Fort Leavenworth, KS 
and separated on October 3, 1944 at Fort Sheridan, IL. He served 
with Company B, 7th Armored Infantry Battalion during his time of 
service. Charles became pro�cient with the ri�e, carbine, and 
pistol. He was ranked as a marksman in each category.

Charles moved his family to Gridley in 1952 and lived in this
community until his death.

Sponsored by Charlene Danford

 

charles a. roth



virgil ryan

Virgil Ryan went into the U.S. Army in August 1941 at the age of 22.

He went to Camp Wheeler, Georgia for 13 weeks of basic training. 

From there he went to Fort Dix, New Jersey. On December 7, 1941, 
the Japs hit Pearl Harbor and war was declared. He met a ship at 
Brooklyn Navy Yard in February 1942 and sailed down the Atlantic 
coast and through the Panama Canal to the Paci�c Ocean.

He was on a ship for 36 days when they went ashore in Brisbane,
Australia.  From Townville, Australia they headed for Melanie Bay, 
New Guinea in 1943. They sailed through the area where the Battle 
of the Coral Sea was fought, and he saw the huge oil slicks from the 
ships that were sunk in the battle. They landed at Port Moresby, New 
Guinea and went to Laye, New Guinea to prepare for the Luzon
Invasion in January 1945.

He came back stateside in March 1945. He was in the National Guard 
101st Infantry in New York. He was an MP Sergeant of the 814th
Battalion of the U.S. Army.   An experience of a lifetime which Virgil 
made and lost many friends. He saw many beautiful areas of the 
world and also the devastation the war brought on many people 
and places. He came back a man.

Sponsored by Sharon Lingenfelter

burlington, kansas



gridley, kansas

Mike Sherwin served in the U.S. Army during Vietnam.

He attained the rank of Sergeant.

Mike was born November 21, 1941 and passed away 
March 8, 2010.

Sponsored by Connie Sherwin

mike sherwin



roy “dude” sleezer
burlington, kansas



dennis r. smith
burlington, kansas



j. arthur “art” stukey

Art was born November 2, 1919. He was one of 13 children of Amos 
Cornelius Stukey and Ruby Pearl Rodgers Stukey. He was a 1938
graduate of Gridley Rural High School.
 
Art served his country as a Tech Sergeant in the Army Air Corps in 
WWII. He was stationed in North Africa and Italy with the 301st Heavy 
Bombardment group. He was a crew chief of a B-17 bomber that �ew 
in the European Theater including the Normandy Invasion. He also 
served in the National Guard.

On August 3, 1946, Art married Ruth Ann Kent. To this union were 
born three children; Kent (Scooter), Patricia (Pat), and Carol. 

Art was a barber by trade and later turned carpenter. Fishing and 
woodworking were his hobbies and his family was grateful for those 
special moments to make memories. 

Art was laid to rest with military honors August 13, 2004 at the
Waverly Cemetery with a sunset service.

Sponsored by Kent Stukey

waverly, kansas



leroy, kansas

Henry J. Tastove served in the U.S. Army for three years.

He served in the Adevtian Islands campaign and then was 
transferred to the European Theatre in Germany.

Sponsored by Michael Hess

 henry j. tastove



judd thompson

Judd was born in Elmira, New York in 1937.

He joined the Army when he was 17 and was sent to
Germany arriving on Christmas Day 1954.

He was attached to the First Infantry Division (The Big Red 
One). A few months later the First was sent to Fort Riley, KS 
where Judd met and married Nancy Traywick. They had 
two sons, Michael and William.

In 1959, they moved to Burlington where Judd was
employed by Co�ey County Rural Electric as an electrical 
lineman. Judd worked there for 37 years, retiring in 1999.

Judd passed away in 2014.
Sponsored by Nancy Thompson

burlington, kansas



james trager
waverly, kansas



leroy, kansas

David “Dave” Tyler was born on July 30, 1961 in Iola, KS.

He joined the Army though the 891st Engineers Battalion 
(CBT) Iola in Equipment Maintenance. He later became a 
Sergeant. Later, he took an Honorable Discharge and 
remained in the KS National Guard for 12 years.

He later worked at Haldex Brake in Iola for 27 years, followed 
by other employment in the area.

He had two children and two step children. He passed in 
December of 2015 after a battle with cancer. He left behind 
his children, grandchildren, and his beloved wife, Terry.

Sponsored by Terry Tyler

 david “dave” tyler



gridley, kansas

Raymond E. Varvel attained the rank of Sergeant 
1st Class in the Army Air Force and Kansas
National Guards.

He was stationed in Germany during his stint in 
the Army (1958 - 1981) and retired after 28 years.

Sponsored by Norma Varvel

raymond e. varvel



waverly, kansas

Ralph Wallace served in the United States Army from April 1, 1942 until 
November of 1945. Ralph fought in WWII as part of the 90th Division and 
attained the rank of Sergeant. The 90th Division was known as the TO or 
“Tough Ombres”. Ralph landed on Omaha Beach and headed inland into 
France on June 9, 1944. While in France, Ralph and two other soldiers volun-
teered to go blow up a German tank on July 26, 1944. Ralph shot a bazooka 
round and hit the tank. The German’s then retaliated by lobbing grenades at 
them. One of Ralph’s comrades was killed and Ralph su�ered a badly injured 
arm. The third soldier did not return to base and Ralph never knew what may 
have happened to him. Ralph was sent to England to recover from his 
wounds and then was sent back to the front. He was in Luxembourg when 
the Germans made a �nal huge assault to try and turn the tide of the war. It 
was known as the Battle of the Bulge. Ralph remembered the brutally cold 
winter conditions during the battle in which frostbitten and frozen feet were 
common. They would start up the trucks some nights and crawl under them 
to try to warm themselves. During his time in Europe, Ralph received the 
Bronze Star, the Silver Star, and the Purple Heart for his bravery on the battle-
�eld. 

Ralph received a 60-year honor from American Legion Post 119 on May 26, 
2008. Ralph was born on May 11, 1920 and passed away June 4, 2012.

Sponsored by Jalayne Madden and Todd Wallace 

ralph wallace



hulon b. whittington

Maj. Hulon Brock Whittington was born in Bogalusa, Louisiana, on 9 July 1921.  He 
enlisted in the Army in August 1940.  He participated in the invasions of North Africa 
and Sicily and was awarded the Silver Star, the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart with 
Oak Leaf Cluster, the French Croix de Guerre and the Belgian Fouraguerre for heroism in 
Sicily and in France during 26 months of combat.  His actions which earned him the 
Medal of Honor occurred on 29 July 1944 while attached to the 41st Armored Infantry, 
2nd Armored Division, near Grimesnil, France.  A strong enemy attack began around 
midnight and overtook some small American outposts.  Sgt. Whittington reorganized 
the defense and, under �re, courageously crawled between gun positions to check the 
actions of his men.  When the advancing enemy attempted to penetrate a road block 
he organized, Sgt. Whittington disregarded intense enemy action, mounted a tank and 
by shouting through the turret, directed it into position to �re point plank at the lead 
Mark V German tank.  The destruction of this vehicle blocked all movement of the 
remaining enemy column, consisting of over 100 vehicles of a Panzer unit.  The blocked 
vehicles were then destroyed by hand grenades, bazooka, tank and artillery �re and 
large numbers of enemy personnel were wiped out by a bold and resolute bayonet 
charge inspired by Sgt. Whittington.  When the medical aid man had become a
casualty, Sgt. Whittington personally administered �rst aid to his wounded men.
After the war, he was commissioned a �rst lieutenant of infantry in August 1949 and, in 
November 1951, was assigned to the Ordnance O�cer Candidate School at Aberdeen 
Proving Ground, Maryland in April 1953, he was assigned to the Ordnance School and 
in September of that year transferred from Infantry to ordnance.  Promoted to Captain 
in October 1953, he remained at the ordnance School until December 1954.  Later 
assignments included tours in the Paci�c, at the Erie Ordnance Depot in Ohio and in 
Europe.  After promotion to Major in September 1960, he went to Vietnam as a senior 
volunteer Ordnance advisor to the Republic of Vietnam Army’s 2nd.  In Vietnam he 
su�ered a heart attack and retired from the Army in March 1963.  He lived and worked 
in Toledo, Ohio. Maj. Whittington died in Toledo, Ohio, on 17 January 1969 at the age of 
47.

 Sponsored by Lyon Co�ey REC Employees

burlington, kansas



neal a. wight

Neal was drafted in the US Army in 1968.

He went to basic training at Fort Leonard Wood, MO during the 
hottest time of the year. Fort was surrounded on three sides by big 
hills and got little breeze. After all his training was done he was 
sent to Vietnam. He was in the 101st Airborne Division. His group 
was taken out in the �eld by chopper where they were needed. 
Then they were picked up and placed in the next area needed. This 
was how Neal was transported to and from battle throughout his 
time in Nam. Neal recalled how his commander’s time was up and 
sent home. They got a new (green) leader no one would follow 
since he didn’t understand the situations they encountered
because of his lack of experience. The group then voted Neal as 
their leader.

While on patrol in 1969, the point man missed a boobey trapped 
hand grenade. Neal tripped it and was severely wounded. He was 
taken to Japan for surgery for a broken leg and torn apart knee 
joint. They were able to save the leg. He was then sent to Fort Riley 
where he had to learn how to walk again. Neal was given an
honorable discharge. He was awarded the Purple Heart and the 
Bronze Star. The Army came to the hospital to give him his
E-5 Sergeant grade which should have been given in the �eld. 

Sponsored by John Lewis

burlington, kansas



steven e winsky
waverly, kansas



leroy, kansas
Joshua Witteman was born July 31, 1986, in Tulsa, Oklahoma the son of Douglas and Traci 
(Kesner) Witteman.  He spent his childhood in Tulsa, Topeka, New York City and Wichita.  In 1996 
he moved with his family to LeRoy where he attended school before graduating from Burlington 
High School in 2004.  He attended Allen Community College before transferring to the University 
of Kansas.  During his junior year, he felt compelled to enlist in the United States Army in 2008.

He participated in basic training at Fort Benning, Georgia.  During graduation ceremonies he was 
recognized as the Honor Graduate of his basic training class.  Following Basic Training, he was 
assigned to the John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Center and School, Fort Bragg, North Carolina 
for his Advanced Individual Training.  On July 10, 2009, he graduated from the Psychological 
Operations Specialist Course, again being recognized as the Honor Graduate of his AIT class.  He 
then participated and completed intensive foriegn language training in the Chinese language 
and airborne training.

Upon completion of advanced training, Josh as deployed to Afghanistan for two separate tours 
in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  He was deployed with C Company, 9th Battalion, 
4th and 8th Psychological Operations Groups, 1st Special Forces Command, United States Army 
Special Operations Command.  His company was deployed to villages located in the remote 
mountain regions of southern Afghanistan where they engaged Taliban forces and assisted local 
villagers with establishing a radio station to improve their community communications
infrastructure.

In 2013, Josh was released from active duty having earned the rank of Sergeant.  He remained in 
the reserves for an additional four years and was granted an honorable discharge from service in 
2017.  Upon return from active duty, Josh again enrolled at the University of Kansas and received 
a B.G.S. in Economics in 2014.  He subsequently moved to Seattle, Washington after having been 
accepted to the University of Washington School of Law.  He graduated and received his Juris 
Doctor degree in June 2018.

Sponsored by Doug & Tracie Witteman

joshua p. witteman



leroy, kansas
Marvin Witteman was born January 20, 1919, in Westphalia, Kansas the son of Charles 
and Emma (Krause) Witteman.  He spent his childhood in Emporia, Kansas and graduated 
from Emporia High School.  He attended The College of Emporia until he was called to 
duty by his country to serve in World War II.

He entered the U.S. Army on August 4, 1941.  He served with the 705th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion.  His Battalion landed on the beaches of Normandy shortly after D-Day and 
fought their way across France, into the Rhineland, the Ardennes and then into Central 
Europe.  From December 19-26, 1944, his Battalion, along with the 1st Airborne Division, 
endured intense winter weather and battle conditions holding the City of Bastogne while 
being greatly outnumbered by German forces.  The battle e�ectively halted the German 
drive through Belgium which is commonly known as the Battle of the Bulge.  Upon his 
discharge from the Army as a First Sergeant on September 26, 1945 Marvin was awarded 
the Purple Heart Medal, the Good Conduct Medal, the American Defense Service Medal 
and the Distinguished Unit Badge.  He also received �ve Combat Stars for his
participation in the battles of Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes and 
Central Europe.

Following the war, Marvin returned to the LeRoy area where his family had moved.  On 
February 21, 1948, he married Roberta Lee Strawder.  Together, they farmed and raised 
livestock in the LeRoy area for the majority of their adult lives before retiring.  They raised 
a son, Douglas, and enjoyed over 62 years of marriage prior to Roberta’s passing on
October 29, 2010.  Marvin was honored to participate on the �rst SCC Honor Flight to 
Washington D.C.  He passed away at the age of 95 on May 7, 2014, after having lived
a full and honorable life.

Sponsored by Doug & Tracie Witteman

marvin p. witteman



gridley, kansas

Robert Worcester served in the U. S. Army and attained 
the rank of Sergeant.

He belonged to the 95th Infantry, Cannon Company, 
during WWII. 

Robert was born on November 19, 1920 and passed away 
on March 3, 2003.

 
Sponsored by Connie Sherwin

robert worcester



leroy, kansas

John T. Wright was born October 7, 1942.

He married Dahlia on December 29, 1963.

In October 1967, he enlisted in the Army Guard where he 
was an E-4 Specialist for the 891st Engineer Company.

Johnny and Dahlia became proud parents of twin girls in 
September 1971.

He was Honorably Discharged February 1972 after serving 
for over �ve years.

john t. wright



est. november 10, 1775



marc a. brown (kia)

Citation:
The President of the United States takes pride in presenting the Silver 
Star (Posthumously) to Marc A. Brown (2297413), Private First Class, 
U.S. Marine Corps, for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action 
against enemy forces while serving as a Machine Gunner with the First 
Platoon, Company M, Third Battalion, First Marines, First Marine Divi-
sion (Reinforced) in the Republic of Vietnam on 21 April 1967. During 
Operation Union, two companies of the Third Battalion, First Marines 
were Heli lifted into the Que Son valley in the vicinity of Nui Loc Son to 
reinforce an infantry company that was heavily engaged by a numeri-
cally superior enemy force estimated to be of battalion strength. The 
well entrenched enemy immediately began delivering devastating 
mortar and small arms fire on the companies. During the ensuing 
battle, Private First-Class Brown observed his Platoon Commander 
and several other Marines wounded and in an exposed area. For more 
than an hour enemy fire was so intense that numerous attempts to 
evacuate the wounded failed. Realizing that the only chance to extract 
the wounded was to gain fire superiority, Private First-Class Brown left 
his position with a M-60 machine gun and ran forward into the open 
rice patty. He brought his fire to bear on a tree line, giving his fellow 
Marines covering fire to evacuate the wounded. During the selfless 
devotion to duty, he was instrumental in saving his comrades from 
further injury or possible death thereby upholding the highest traditions 
of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service. He gallantly 
gave his life for his country. Born: August 2, 1947 at Newport, Rhode 
Island. 

Sponsored by:  Niece Teri (Brown) Seaton BHS Class of 1980, Ronald (Ron) D. Brown of 
Burlington 1977-1986 and Ronald (Ron) L. Brown BHS Class of 1984  

burlington, kansas



charles w. davidson
new strawn, kansas



stan garrett
burlington, kansas



burlington, kansas

First Sergeant Hall enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1989, graduating from recruit 
training at MCRD San Diego in May 1990. Following recruit training he reported to 
the School of Infantry, Camp Pendleton, CA for Marine Combat Training. After
graduation he reported to Marine Corps Engineer School at Courthouse Bay, NC to 
be trained as a 1371 Basic Combat Engineer and graduated as the honor graduate 
while also receiving the Band of Brothers award.

In August 1990, Lance Corporal Hall reported to Charlie Company, 8th Engineer 
Support Battalion, Camp Lejeune, NC, where he served as a Combat Engineer Squad 
Leader. During this time, he deployed in support of Operation Desert Storm and 
Desert Shield from December 1990 through June 1991. While with Charlie Company 
he was meritoriously promoted to the rank of Corporal and Sergeant. 

In January 1993, after being promoted to the rank of Sergeant he transferred Marine 
Barracks, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba for duty with Mine�eld Maintenance. While 
stationed at Guantanamo Bay, he served as a Mine�eld Maintenance Team Member 
working in the live mine�elds which separated the communist Cuba from the US 
Naval base. 

In February 1994, Sergeant Hall was transferred to 8th Communication Battalion, 
Camp Lejeune, NC, where he served as the Battalion Hazardous Material and Safety 
NCO and was awarded his �rst Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal. 

On May 22, 1996, Sergeant Hall was honorably discharged from the Marine Corps 
and moved back to Burlington, KS.

 edward a. hall



edward a. hall cont’d

 In December 2004, Sergeant Hall re-enlisted in the Marine Corps after being out nearly nine years and reported to Engineer Company, 
Marine Wing Support Squadron-172, Okinawa, Japan where he was assigned Squad Leader and Platoon Guide. While in Okinawa, Sgt. Hall 
deployed to Cambodia conducting an Engineer Capability (ENCAP) mission constructing a medical facility in the Pray Peas Province of
Cambodia. 

In April 2006, Sgt. Hall transferred to Charlie Company, 1st Combat Engineer Battalion as a Squad Leader. After a quick deployment work up, 
Sergeant Hall’s platoon was deployed to Fallujah, Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom 5-7 where he served as the Route Clearance 
Platoon Sergeant. He would deploy again with 3rd Platoon, Charlie Company attached to 1st Battalion 7th Marines to Hit, Iraq in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom 6-8 where he served as the Platoon Guide.

 In April 2008, Sergeant Hall transferred to the Marine Corps Armor School, Ft. Knox, Kentucky and served as the Assault Breacher Vehicle 
Platoon Commander. After successfully graduating six Operator and six Maintainers courses, Sta� Sergeant Hall relocated the courses to Fort 
Benning, GA as part of the Base realignment plan (BRAC).

In July 2011, Sta� Sergeant Hall reported to Charlie Company, 8th Engineer Support Battalion for duty as the Platoon Sergeant for 2nd 
Platoon. While with Charlie Company, Sta� Sergeant Hall deployed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom to Afghanistan. Upon
returning from Afghanistan, he was promoted to Gunnery Sergeant and held the billets of Company Gunnery Sergeant, Operations Chief 
and First Sergeant for both Charlie and Bridge Companies.

In May 2014, Gunnery Sergeant Hall transferred to Engineer Company, Marine Wing Support Squadron-247, 2d Marine Air Wing, Cherry 
Point, NC as the Combat Engineer Platoon Sergeant and the Engineer Company Senior Enlisted Advisor. From March to May 2015, Gunnery 
Sergeant Hall led a detachment of Combat Engineers on a Deployment for Training (DFT) to Price Barracks, Belize, Central America.

February 2016, First Sergeant Hall was frocked to his current rank and transferred to Headquarters Company, Combat Logistics Regiment 2 to 
serve as the Company First Sergeant.

In March 2017, First Sergeant Hall transferred to his current duty station as the Inspector-Instructor First Sergeant for Echo Company, 4th 
Tank Battalion, 4th Marine Division, Ft. Knox, KY.

First Sergeant Hall’s decorations include the Navy/Marine Corps Commendation Medal with “V” devise and two gold stars, Navy/Marine 
Corps Achievement Medal with two gold stars, and Combat Action Ribbon with one gold star.

Sponsored by Sharon Hall

 

burlington, kansas



l. dean kirchner
burlington, kansas



clarence rich sr.

Clarence Rich Sr. enlisted in the United States Marine Corps on December 
22, 1943 at the age of 19. He lied to his recruiter by telling him he was a 
carpenter instead of a farmer out of fear they wouldn’t accept him based on 
the fact they needed a reliable agriculture workforce to sustain the war 
e�ort. He had the intention of becoming a paratrooper but the program 
had been scrapped. Instead, based on his prior experience with heavy 
machinery he was encouraged to become an amphibious tractor operator.

He served with the 11th amphibious tractor battalion of the 5th Marine 
division.

In February of 1945, Clarence, along with approximately 70,000 fellow
Marines and sailors carried out an amphibious landing on the remote island 
of Iwo Jima. Clarence was responsible for carrying the 1st, 3rd, and 7th 
waves of infantry Marines to the designated beachhead near Mt. Suribachi 
where the iconic picture of Marines and sailors raising the American �ag 
was taken. The casualties were too great after the battle’s conclusion that 
the 5th Marine Division was forced back to Hawaii instead of pushing onto 
Japan.

Clarence was honorably discharged in December of 1945.

Sponsored by Clarence Rich Jr.

waverly, kansas



new strawn, kansas

Dennis L. Sherman joined the United States Marine 
Corps straight out to high school. He enlisted on
July 17, 1967 and served until July 17, 1971.

He was trained as a Multi-Fuel Mechanic. He was in 
Vietnam from 1968-1969, during the Tet O�ensive.

He was in the 3rd Marines 11th Engineers. He also 
served as an MP while stationed in Hawaii.

Dennis held the rank of E5 Sergeant when he got out 
of the Marines. 

dennis sherman



leroy, kansas

Lyle Sherwood Jr. was born in 1989 and graduated from 
Southern Co�ey County High School in 2008.

He enlisted early for the U.S. Marine Corps, serving from 
2008-2018 in the infantry. He served �rst as part of a security 
detail at Bangor Naval Base in Bangor, WA. He was then
deployed to the Western Paci�c from 2011 to 2012 as a part 
of the Third Marines, First Platoon, part of the 11th MEU as 
part of a four -man TRAP team (Tactical Removal of Aircraft 
and Personnel). Lyle Jr. (L.J.) completed his service in 2013 
and then completed his Bachelors of Arts Degree in Criminal 
Justice from Sam Houston State University at Huntsville, TX.

He currently works for the Federal Board of Prisons at
Florence, CO.

Sponsored by Lyle Sherwood, Sr.

lyle sherwood, jr.



bill tarter

Bill Tarter grew up in Yates Center, KS and attended school there until he enlist-
ed in the United State Marine Corps at the age of 18. He was sworn in on April 
24, 1967 in Kansas City. Bill traveled to San Diego for boot camp. After boot 
camp he went to ITR (Infantry Training Regiment). Prior to 1967 Marine Corps 
boot camps lasted 12 weeks and ITR eight weeks. Due to manpower demands 
for Vietnam, boot camp was reduced to eight weeks and ITR to four weeks. After 
ITR, Bill went to Long Beach for Battalion Staging and then shipped out to Oki-
nawa before soon landing in Da Nang, Vietnam on November 24, 1967. The �rst 
thing Bill said when getting o� the plane was “Where’s the oxygen!”, referring to 
the sti�ing heat of SE Asia. While in Vietnam Bill earned his GED. Bill served his 
entire tour in the northern part of the country known as I Corps. This area saw 
some of the heaviest �ghting of the war. Bill saw action at Phu Bai, Camp Carroll, 
the Rockpile, the DMZ, and was at the Battle of Khe Sahn. Bill was part of the 3rd 
Battalion, 1st Platoon, 2nd Squad. Bill performed several jobs including ri�eman, 
radioman, and demolitions using C-4. He set many ambushes and his squad was 
also ambushed. Out of his unit of 44 men only 12 came home. Bill was injured 
on November 14. 1968, one year to the day that he set foot in Vietnam. At the 
time he only had 21 days left in his tour of duty in Vietnam. His unit was provid-
ing a security perimeter for the Seebees when he went to check a round object 
sitting in a pile of rocks. The round object turned out to be a booby trap. He 
received shrapnel wounds to his lower body, left arm, and eyes. He was evacuat-
ed by chopper and �own to Japan to be treated at a hospital. Bill was awarded 
the Purple Heart. Bill remembered being in the �eld for long stints. Their clothes 

would nearly rot from the sweat, monsoon rains, and heat. He mentioned mud caked in their hair and how bad they smelled.
In reference to his days in combat Bill said, “You just had to keep yourself close to God because you didn’t know day to day 
what was going to happen. The only way I made it home was because God watched over me. There were several times I 
shouldn’t have made it, but I did. I thank the Lord every day for that.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Sponsored by Steve Lewis  

burlington, kansas



lloyd h. wiederkehr
waverly, kansas



est. october 13, 1775



ed alvis

Ed enlisted in the US Navy in 1956.

He traveled to many areas of the world. He went on two, year-long
expeditions to Antarctica. He also served two tours of duty in Vietnam and 
spent two years in Ireland. The rest of Ed’s 20-year career was spent about 
equally on sea duty all over the world and shore duty in the U.S. Ed earned 
a commission and retired as a Chief Warrant O�cer in 1974 after 20 years 
of service.

Ed retired to Kansas, built a home on Pomona Lake, and began a second 
career with the Kansas Department of Wildlife & Parks. Worked for them 
for 23 years and became a regional supervisor. He retired in 1997.

Since that time, Ed and wife Sue have been enjoying retirement very 
much. They spend �ve months of winter in Florida in their motorhome. In 
Florida, they stay on MacDill AFB which has a beautiful RV park and marina 
surrounded by 36 holes of golf. Kansas is pretty nice the rest of the time! 
Ed and Sue have a nice home on the golf course in Burlington, Kansas 
which we enjoy very much.  

Sponsored by Sue Alvis

burlington, kansas



edwin l. anderson
waverly, kansas



kenneth d. anderson
burlington, kansas



leroy, kansas

Virgil Armstrong grew up on a farm near LeRoy.

He joined the Navy in 1943 and served as a Water Tender 
(WT2C) on the USS John Rodgers through the end of World 
War II. The destroyer survived a typhoon and 17 battles and 
was among the �eet that accompanied the USS Missouri to 
accept the Japanese surrender in 1945.

Virgil married LeRoy native Iona “Babs” Jones and they had 
two daughters, Judy and Anita. They lived in the Kansas City 
area until returning to Co�ey County in retirement. After 
Babs’ death, he married Mildred Knoblock. He has four 
grandchildren and seven great grandchildren. Virgil has
several Gilbert and Jones nieces and nephews in LeRoy and 
Burlington.

Sponsored by Tracy Campbell

virgil armstrong



burlington, kansas

Glen Bodenhamer was born on August 22, 1931 in Greeley, KS. 
He graduated from Greeley High School in 1950. After
graduation, he joined the United States Navy on August 14, 
1950. 

Glen attended bootcamp at San Diego, CA. He served during 
the Korean War. During his naval career, he served aboard the 
USS Tillamook, USS Unadilla, and the USS Patapsco. While
serving on the USS Patapsco, the ship was caught in a shower of 
radioactive matter during tests in the Eniwetok-Bikini area. 
None of the 92 crew members were hurt. 

Glen was entitled to wear the following service ribbons: Korean 
Service, United Nations, National Defense, and Good Conduct. 

He was honorably discharged on May 24, 1954 as a
Quartermaster Third Class. 

Sponsored by Randy and Nancy Bodenhamer

 

 glen bodenhamer



burlington, kansas

Francis was born and raised in Warren County, PA and graduated from She�eld High 
School in June 1964.

He joined the U.S. Navy in September 1964. After schooling he was ordered to the 
USS Long Beach CG(N)-9 in July 1966. The ship was homeported in Long Beach, CA. 
He quali�ed as an electrical watch stander on the nuclear propulsion plant and
performed electrical maintenance work. Following three years and two Westpacs, 
which were mainly spent in the Tonkin Gulf, Francis was ordered to the USS Gra�as 
AF-29 which was already supporting the war in Vietnam. He met the ship in
Yokosuka, Japan and ful�lled his duties as an electrician. The ship was ordered to 
return to the United States in the later part of 1969 and was informed that it was to 
be scrapped. He was ordered to the USS Jason AR-8 in late 1969 and arrived just in 
time to leave for another Westpac. He was assigned to the rewind shop where he 
supported electrical work on other ships. It was while on the Jason he was in
Vungtau for a month. He went ashore a few times as a shore patrol and some liberty. 
In 1970, he was ordered to shore duty in San Diego at the mothball �eet.

He was married in July 1970 to a woman he met at a Christian Servicemen’s Center in 
Long Beach. He started college while in San Diego. Francis was discharged in June 
1971 and eventually completed his college education. In the meantime, he enlisted 
in the U.S. Navy Reserve. After completing college, he applied for a commission in the 
Engineering Duty O�cer program and was commissioned an Ensign. His reserve 
duties mainly entailed working at Naval Shipyards with the majority of his time
supporting submarine overhauls at the Portsmouth Shipyard in Kittery, ME.

He retired at the rank of Lieutenant Commander in 1988.

 francis l. brush



gridley, kansas

Edward (Ed) Crane and his twin brother, Edwin, were born on December 2, 1919 
in rural Liberty Township, Co�ey County, Kansas to Fred and Laura Crane. The 
twins were two of 13 children. Prior to WWII, Edward worked in the Civilian
Conservation Corps and on Albert Sanders’  farm.

Edward entered the Navy on September 8, 1942 and started his training at the 
Olathe Naval Air Station prior to its o�cial opening on October 1. He became an 
aircraft mechanic and transferred to the newly opened Isla Grande Naval Air 
Station; San Juan, Puerto Rico in the Caribbean Defense Command. He served in 
Puerto Rico for the duration of WWII. Edward became engaged to Mildred
Cummings of Burlington, KS during his tour of duty. It took two attempts to ship 
an engagement ring to Mildred as the �rst ring and the freighter carrying it were 
sunk by a German U-boat in the Caribbean. Edward was honorably discharged in 
October 1945 after the end of WWII at the rank of Aircraft Machinist Mate, 3rd 
Class.

Edward returned to Co�ey County and married Mildred. He worked for Roy 
French in the oil�elds near Gridley for a decade. In the late 1950’s, Edward joined 
his cousin, Chet Vannocker, owning and operating oil leases in the area. Edward 
and Mildred were long-time residents of Gridley, KS. They had two children, 
Jeanne (Crane) Haas and Steven Crane. Edward was active in the Gridley Masonic 
Lodge, the Eastern Star, and the American Legion. Edward and Mildred helped 
support community e�orts in and around Gridley. Their oil business has
continued down through the generations with their grandson, Christopher Haas, 
operating the leases today. Edward passed away on January 9, 2005.

Sponsored by Jeanne Haas

edward crane



melvin cummings
burlington, kansas



larry curtiss

Larry Curtiss was born on April 2, 1946 at Garnett, KS.  At the age of 
three, his family moved to Burlington where Larry graduated from
Burlington High School in 1964.

He entered the United State Navy on October 20, 1965 on the buddy 
system with a high school classmate, Ken Caudell, Sr.

His basic training took him to Great Lakes Naval Base north of Chicago.  
He served at the Naval Air Station in Key West, FL and the Naval Air
Station in Lakehurst, NJ.

In 1968, Larry received order to Iwakuni Marine Corps Air Station in 
Japan.  Larry was trained as a parachute rigger.  One of the intersting 
tidbits with this type of training was that in order to pass this trainging a 
person had to pack his own chute, and using that chute, jump from a 
plane at about 5,000 feet.  No static line was used; they had to pull their 
own rip chord. 

Larry was honorably discharged fom the Navy in January of 1970 as a 
third class petty o�cer.  After returning from his service, he held various 
jobs.  One of these was helping his father, Charles Curtiss, with his 
custom combinig business.  It was here in 1976, he met and married his 
wife Jerilyn, in North Dakota.  They returned to Burlington in the spring 
of 1977.  Larry and Jerilyn are the parents of three children and seven 
grandchildren.  Larry retired as a rural mail carrier in 2006.  In his
retirement, Larry enjoys gol�ng, traveling, and spending time with 
family and friends. 

Sponsored by Jerilyn Curtiss

burlington, kansas



james decker

Seabee’s US Navy, Builder E-5, 1964-1967. Mobil Construction Battalion #5, Seabee 
Technical Assistance Team #0510.
Two tours Vietnam. After boot camp in San Diego, CA, Jim joined the MCB #% at Da 
Nang, Vietnam. Built wooden frames, 2X4’s with plywood �oor up o� ground. Too 
much mud and stakes would not hold up and mud too deep to live with. As he was 
leaving he advanced to plywood decks up o� ground, screen wire and corrugated 
metal roofs. Seen Ann Margaret, Bob Hope and Ed Brown and his band of renown.
Returned to states and trained with Marine’s at Camp Pendleton. Jim got assigned 
with S.T.A.T.’s Team #0510. Consisted of one o�cer and 12 enlisted men. Truck driv-
ers, mechanics, plumbers, electricians, carpenters and Chief Petty O�cer. 
“We built our own camp complete with a generator, security fencing, bathroom 
with septic tank, and housing. Our �repower and patrolling were supplied by the 
local PFF, (Police Field Forces). Of course, the helicopter, “Pu� the Magic Dragon” 
was our air power. They could put on a good show. Occasionally, jets with napalm 
bombs cut loose around us”.
“We built bathrooms for school kids and housing for teachers and classrooms. Our 
equipment operators built roads and drainage systems. I remodeled a nursery that 
had been over ran and held by Viet Cong as a machine gun bunker. Me and my 
crew Hoi Chons Viet Cond returnees would move from job to job. The men would 
give them and their families a piece of land and supplies to build themselves a 
home. They would work for us to make house payments. We had a 4X4 truck and an 
Isack concrete mixer, tools and 2X4’s for forms. They would get into a tight spot and 

my crew would talk and wave at the locals and we would travel safely through napalm and o� shore shelling.” 
Jim says, “I believe that we did some good on the local grassroots level. I wouldn’t take a million dollars for the experience, 
but I wouldn’t give a dime to do it again.”

Sponsored by John and Linda Lewis

burlington, kansas



sean downey

Sean completed Surface Warfare O�cers School and 
then went on to complete Naval Specialist Warfare 
School.

Sean was stationed on the USS Camden and was part of 
the Paci�c Fleet with the Nimitz battle group during 
Desert Storm.

Sean also served as part of the USS Carl Vincent Battle 
Group.

Sean attained the rank of E5 and served from 1988-1998.

Sean receive the Navy Achievement Medal and now lives 
in Co�ey County.

Sponsored by Sue and Gary Haehn

burlington, kansas



graden griffin
burlington, kansas



shawn m. harrell

Master Chief Fire Controlman Shawn Harrell, a native of Kansas City, Mo., 
enlisted in the Navy in November 1994 and attended Recruit Training at RTC 
Great Lakes, Ill. Following Recruit training, he attended Seaman Apprentice 
Training at NTC Great Lakes, Ill.
At sea, he reported to USS Samuel Gompers (AD 37) in Alameda, Calif. While 
aboard Samuel Gompers, Harrell struck FC and after the ship decommis-
sioned, reported to Fire Controlman class “A” school at NTC Great Lakes, Ill. He 
then served aboard USS Chancellorsville (CG 62) as CF division display work-
center supervisor, quali�ed combat systems o�cer of the watch and deployed 
to U.S. 7th Fleet for three years. Next, Harrell reported as the CF leading chief 
petty o�cer (LCPO) on USS Cowpens (CG-63) where he quali�ed as combat 
systems coordinator and anti-air warfare coordinator and deployed three 
additional years to U.S. 7th Fleet. Finally, he served aboard USS Arleigh Burke 
(DDG 51) for six years as the combat systems maintenance manager. During 
this tour, he deployed to U.S. 5th Fleet twice and U.S. 6th Fleet once. He saw 
the ship through a Destroyer Modernization, Board of Inspection and Survey 
(INSURV) and multiple training cycles.
Harrell’s shore tours include the AEGIS Training Center (ATC) where he 
received the AEGIS Display Track II NEC; ATC N43 leading petty o�cer (LPO) 
where he earned his Master Training Specialist (MTS) quali�cation; the AEGIS 
Weapon System (AWS) course supervisor for AEGIS Training and Readiness 
Center (ATRC); and a rate leader for Center for Combat Systems (CSCS). He 
reported back to ATRC in May 2017, where he is serving as the Senior Enlisted 
Leader.
Harrell’s personal awards include the Navy Commendation Medal, Navy and 
Marine Corps Achievement Medal (�ve awards) and various unit, campaign, 
and service awards.

Sponsored by Nancy Bodenhamer

fccm (sw) shawn m. harrell
senior enlisted leader

aegis training and readiness center
senior enlisted leader

burlington, kansas



starley f. hatch
burlington, kansas



james l. higgins

Command Master Chief Higgins was born in Killeen, Tx. On August 16, 
1957, the 2nd of 5 children of Janice Higgins. He attended various schools 
in Kansas before settling in Burlington, Kansas where he graduated High 
School in 1975. 

During his senior year in High School Higgins enlisted in the United States 
Navy through the “delayed entry program”.  He attended Basic training in 
August of 1975 at Recruit Training Command, San Diego, Ca. After
completing boot camp Master Chief Higgins was assigned to his �rst ship, 
home ported in Mayport, Fl, the USS Saratoga (CV-60). His �rst Med Cruise 
began almost immediately upon reporting for duty for duration of 7 
months. During this cruise he was in Spain, Italy, France, Crete, Egypt, and 
Yugoslavia, to mention a few. After completion of the 7 month cruise his 
ship returned to Mayport for maintenance and upkeep. Master Chief
Higgins ship would deploy for 3 more cruises in duration of 3, 6, and 8 
months before he left his active duty assignment. 

After 4 years of active duty his �rst enlistment in the U.S. Navy came to an 
end. Upon honorable discharge he immediately signed up in the U.S. Naval 
Reserves at Topeka, Ks, near his home town. Master Chief Higgins has 
served proudly with several di�erent Reserve Units; including USS Bagley 
(FF-1069), USS Harry W. Hill, (DD-963), Sima San Diego, Det C, Fleet
Hospital, Det D, MIUW-114 (of which he is a plank owner) and lastly NCW 
Group One as the Command Master Chief of 11 MIUW Units, 7 IBU Units, 4 
HDC Units, 2 MSS Squadrons with 5 MSF’s including Group One sta�. 

burlington, kansas



james l. higgins cont’d

Diego, Ca, Freedom Banner 95 in Pohang, Korea,  Operation Eager Sentry in Kuwait, Exercise Tandem Thrust in Queensland, Austra-
lia, RIMPAC 98 in Barking Sands, Kauai, Hawaii, RSSC SOVT, San Diego, Ca, Cart II, San Diego, Ca, Natural Fire, Mombassa, Kenya, 
Operation Foal Eagle, Pusan, Korea. During the time at MIUW-114 he was promoted to Master Chief Petty O�cer. While serving as 
their Command Master Chief he was asked to submit an application for the Command Master Chief at Naval Coastal Warfare Group 
One. He proudly accepted the position and has been serving in that capacity since January of 2001.

While serving as the Senior Enlisted Leader of NCWG1 the terrorist events of September 11, 2001 recalled him to Active Duty for 
Operation Noble Eagle. Master Chief Higgins oversaw units mobilized to defend shipping ports along the western seaboard includ-
ing Guam. After the demobilization of personnel for Noble Eagle came the second mobilization, for Iraqi Freedom in which we 
would now deploy our forces to the country of Kuwait to defend their ports and prepare for an invasion into Iraqi to remove a 
brutal dictator that threatened the peace and security of the world. During the deployment of personnel to the Middle East we 
would further deploy personnel into Iraq following the invasion. 

     Master Chief Higgins was selected to attend the Senior Enlisted Academy Non-Resident course Class Gold-North 02. During the 
last three years he has served on three Chief Petty O�cer Selection Boards at BUPERS in Millington, Tn. 

Command Master Chief Higgins’s awards include the following: Navy and Marine Corp’s Commendation Medal (3rd award), Navy 
and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (4th award), Coast Guard Team with Operational O (2nd award), Navy Good Conduct Medal, 
Naval Reserve Good Conduct (6th award), National Defense Service Medal (2nd award), Sea Service Deployment Ribbon, Naval 
Reserve Sea Service Deployment Ribbon, Overseas Service Medal,  Naval Reserve Meritorious Service Medal with Bronze Hourglass 
and M Device, Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal,  Navy Ri�e Expert, Navy Pistol Expert and earned his Enlisted Surface Warfare 
Specialist designation .

Command Master Chief Higgins has been employed by Co�ey Health System for 35 years as a Paramedic and is currently the Emer-
gency Medical Services Director and serves as the Vice President of Ancillary Services on the Co�ey Health System executive team. 
Master Chief Higgins is also the President and owner of Diversi�ed Enterprises, Inc. a durable medical equipment company, Presi-
dent and owner of Pharmacies Plus, Inc. dba as the Medicine Shoppe Pharmacy, Owner of Wireless Concepts a US Cellular autho-
rized agent. Higgins also has numerous residential and commercial real estate properties. He and his wife Valorie, have three chil-
dren (Joshua-38, Austin-35, and Blake-26. and reside in Burlington, Ks.

While serving with MIUW-114 his unit participated in 
numerous training and real world exercises to include; 
MIUWEX 90-3 in Fort Stevens, Wa, Operation Gulf Wind in 
Sabine Pass, Tx, MARDEZSECNOCAL in Concord, Ca, Oper-
ation Trident VI in San Diego, Ca, JTF-6 Mission in San



hm3 (fmf)

National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, MD 97-00
CTICU Worked alongside of the Navy's �nest rendering care to our Congressmen 
and Senators, from Admirals and General to Privates and Seaman as well as the 
spouses who stand with them. 

2nd LAAD Battalion Cherry Point, NC 00-03
Attached to "B" battery and GAS28. Low Altitude Air Defense is a midrange 
anti-aircraft battalion employing the "Stinger" missile. "Doc" Higgins traveled 
the U.S. on training operations as well as on multiple training operations around 
the world providing all care from preventative to emergency care. "Death from 
below" 

Operation Enduring Freedom 2002 MACS2
Area of operation Southwest Asia as medical support for a Marine air control 
squadron providing radar for the "Black Knights" FA18 squadron. The "Black 
Knights" were regularly eliminating the opposition, giving support to our forces 
on the ground and reducing designated targets.
  

Operation Iraqi Freedom 2003 2nd LAAD
Part of the Iraq invasion in March of 2003. Attached to Regimental Combat Team 
2. RCT2 was tasked with securing bridges through the city of An Nasariyah to 
provide a route to Baghdad. Though successfully completing the mission the 
Marines of RCT2 encountered a variety of obstacles as well as having to respond 
to a U.S. Army unit mistakenly in the city. "Ambush Alley " was one of the
bloodiest battles of the Iraq war. Higgins was deployed to other parts of Iraq, 
but this is the most noteworthy battle. Petty O�cer Higgins received a Navy 
Achievement Medal "V" for his actions during the battle of An Nasariyah.

Sponsored by James & Valorie Higgins

joshua j. higgins
burlington, kansas



charles b. houston, jr.
leroy, kansas



roger lee “whitey” hoyt

Whitey Hoyt was born on November 3, 1939 at McCook NE. After graduating high school 
from McCook and attending college for a semester at Hastings College in Hastings NE he 
joined the U.S. Navy on February 28, 1958. Whitey served on active duty in the Navy for just 
short of 11 years, being honorably discharged on November 22, 1968.
During his active duty time Whitey achieved a rank of Chief Petty O�cer. While in the Navy, 
he was stationed in several states including California, New York, Virginia, Illinois, Connecticut, 
and Idaho as well as undisclosed locations while serving aboard ships. Whitey completed 
education and training while serving in the Navy. He attended Electrician’s Mate Class B 
School, Nuclear Power School, Submarine School, Military Justice in the Navy, and Engineer-
ing Adminstration to name a few. Known commendations received was the National Defense 
Service Nedal, Navy Unit Commendation, and two Good Conduct Awards. We have sent o� 
for his complete records but to date we have not received them so there are some gaps 
unaccounted for. He served on several ships as well. He served on the Aircraft Carrier USS 
Saratoga, the Aircraft Carrier USS Enterprise, and the submarine USS Snook on multiple 
deployments. As an interesting fact, Whitey was part of the commissioning crew when the 
USS Enterprise commissioned on November 25, 1961. She was the world’s �rst nuclear pow-
ered aircraft carrier as well as the longest naval vessel built at 1,123 feet.
After completing his active duty time, Whitey joined the Naval Reserve. He served that time 
while living in Wisconsin working at the  Point Beach Nuclear Power Plant. He was honorably 
discharged from the reserves on February 2, 1975, completing his service to the United States 
of America for just short of 17 years.
In 1974, Whitey then moved from Wisconsin  back to his home state of Nebraska until August 
of  1981 when he moved to Burlington, KS to return to work in the nuclear power industry at 
Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Center, where he worked until he retired in May 1995. 
While serving in Idaho Falls, Whitey met his wife to be, Jerry Anne Winsor, and married her on 
July 30, 1960. They had three children born in di�erent states depending on his duty station. 
Duane was born in Virginia, Roger (Kent) was born in Idaho, and Stacey was born in Wiscon-
sin. When Whitey moved to Burlington, his wife Jerry Anne and daugher Stacey moved with 
him. The two oldest were already out of school. Whitey remained a resident of Burlington 
until his death on October 26, 1996. He was buried with full military honors. Jerry Anne still 
lives in Burlington and his daughter Stacey lives in Valley Center, Kansas.

Sponsored by Roger (Kent) & Lori Hoyt

burlington, kansas



waverly, kansas

Jerry Hughes was born May 13, 1955.

Jerry was inducted into the United States Navy on July 
24, 1973 at El Dorado.

His initial rank was an E1 and was stationed at Great 
Lakes, IL. 

Sponsored by: Dava Hughes

jerry g. hughes



jerry hugunin
waverly, kansas



duane humlicek

Duane Humlicek was a reactor mechanical operator aboard 
the USS Traxtun (CGN-35), a guided missile nuclear pow-
ered cruiser during the Cold War.

During his assignment to the Traxtun, they completed two 
deployments to the Indian Ocean and one to the Mid-Pa-
ci�c.

The Traxtun was stationed o� the coast of Iran during the 
Iran Hostage Crisis and later represented the U.S. at the 
Battle of the Coral Sea commemorative celebrations 
through the South Paci�c to Australia.

Sponsored by Denise Humlicek

burlington, kansas



new strawn, kansas
Wesley Hunter was born in rural Co�ey County and grew up on a farm near Martindale #4 School. He was 
the son or Myrl & Beulah Hunter and he attended Martindale #4 School. He dropped out of school after 
the 8th grade to help on the farm. He was drafted and entered the Navy on March 8, 1945. The following 
is Wesley’s own account of his service:

After Boot Camp at Great Lakes, Illinois, I was sent to Shoemaker, California to an OGU unit to wait for 
assignment orders. When they came, I don’t remember how many of us were assigned to the USS Radford. 
We were taken to Oakland, California. The Scuttle Butt was we were getting a new ship ready to sail. We 
were marched down the Pier. There was a large cargo ship tied up there and we were ordered to Halt and 
Left Face and there was the USS Radford DD446 tied up to the Pier and was being worked on. This was my 
assignment in the early part of May, 1945.

On the USS Radford smoke stack was painted a Jap Zero with 9 �ags below, Battleship 1 �ag, Cruiser 1 �ag 
and Submarine 3 �ags. That was her battle record when I went aboard and was proud to serve on her.

On the USS Radford, the torpedo tubes were removed and re-armed with quad 40 MM anti-aircraft guns 
and some of the depth charges removed and twin 20 MM anti-aircraft guns mounted. She had at 
mid-ship a 20 MM gun mount - one on Port and one on Starboard. This work was being done while
waiting to go into Dry Dock for repair work from the damage to the forward �re room after hitting a mine. 
Then, we were in Dry Dock for the repair. After this was completed, we took her out on shake down trial 
run out under the Golden Gate Bridge. 

wesley hunter

We left one morning and on out of sight of land and remained overnight. We came back and circled Alcatraz. Came back in under the Golden Gate 
Bridge and remained at Oakland until the end of the war. Orders were to take her to San Diego for storage in moth balls and decommission. So, I served 
aboard her until we got to San Diego about September, 1945. I left here as S1C and then transferred to USS Klondike AD22 to the sheet metal shop and 
made another rate Metal Smith 3rd M3C. I was on the USS Klondike AD22 for a while then transferred to the USS Leslie L.B. Knox DE580 and was there 
for a while and then transferred to USS Riley DE579. The reason for so much transferring was after the war and I was in the decommission squad until I 
was up for Discharge. I was honorably discharged on August 10, 1946 at the Naval Air Base at Norman, Oklahoma.

Wesley came home to Co�ey County and married Ella May Decker. Together, they lived and raised six children in and around Edmond, Oklahoma. Today, 
Wesley lives in Oklahoma City.



leroy, kansas

Mike was born in Leroy, KS to Dale and Elda (Beall) Hutchins on 
August 16, 1947.

He served in the U.S. Navy for 12 years. He served on the
aircraft carrier USS Enterprise. He attained the rank of E6.

He was married to Melba Davis. They were parents of two sons, 
Michael and Phillip.

After leaving the Navy, Mike joined the Army National Guard 
where he served for an additional eight years making his total 
time in service to our country to 20 years.

He spent his retirement in Joplin, MO where he could be near 
his sons and grandsons.

Sponsored by Sara Grogg

 michael d. hutchins



dixie johnson

HM Dixie L. Johnson served as a Hospital
Corpsman in the United States Navy during
Vietnam from 1967 – 1969.

burlington, kansas



michael eugene johnson

Michael “Mike” Johnson was born April 15, 1948 in Lincoln, IL the son of Edward Axel 
and Viola Jane Johnson. He grew up in Lincoln and graduated from Lincoln High 
School. On June 16, 1967 he enlisted in the U.S. Navy. He was a Hospital Corpsman 
and while serving in Jacksonville, NC at Camp Lejeune he met and married Dixie Lee 
Mann August 30,1968. Dixie was also serving in the Hospital Corps. Mike worked in 
the pharmacy on the base and one of his commanders noted “His pride in himself 
and the Hospital Corps has a�orded him the highest degree of respect and
admiration from all associated with him. His jovial sense of humor and polite
mannerism has upgraded the high moral of all that come in contact with him.”

Mike served overseas in Vietnam and then was stationed at the Great Lakes Naval 
Base in Illinois until his discharge on March 25, 1971. Upon discharge, he was
awarded the National Defense Service Medal; the Vietnam Service Medal with FMF 
Combat Insignia and Bronze Star; The Vietnam Service Medal with device; the 
Combat Action Ribbon; and the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with Palm.

Mike attained his pharmacy degree from the University of Kansas. He was employed 
by Medical Pharmacy in Holton before he and Dixie moved to Burlington and 
opened Johnson Family Pharmacy in 1981. Mike and Dixie served the
community for 25 years and made many friends at the pharmacy and visiting with 
friends at their soda fountain in the store. 

Mike passed away on December 29, 2011 after a long battle with Leukemia, thought 
to be caused by the ongoing water contamination issue at Camp Lejeune, NC where 
he was stationed. Mike and Dixie have one child, Lisa Kuhlmann (Craig) and three 
grandchildren, Samantha, Keegan, and Sage Kuhlmann.

Sponsored by Sandy Lewis

burlington, kansas



gridley, kansas

Perry M. Johnson joined the Navy in 1942. He was a Kansas farm boy who never 
saw the ocean. He joined the Navy because he was promised that he and his 
friend could stay together. No other branch of the service would guarantee that. 
However, that promise was broken and they were separated from the very start. 

Like many men in WWII, Perry never talked too much about his tour of duty. On 
October 10, 1944 he completed Navy Training Course for Gunner’s Mate 2nd Class 
with a mark of 3.6 and all required factors for Petty O�cer 2nd Class. We do not 
know that he crossed the equator on the SS Kyle V. Johnson on his way to the 
Philippine Islands. He has a commendation from the Chief of Navy Personnel 
verifying that his ship was attacked by 8 to 10 Japanese planes on January 12, 
1945. One plane pulled a suicide dive causing major damage to the vessel with 
explosions and �re sweeping the bridge. Many men lost their lives that day. He 
was commended for remaining at his assigned station and continued �ghting o� 
the other planes saving the ship from further damage. He was authorized to 
wear the following ribbons: American Area, European-African Middle Eastern 
Area, Asiatic-Paci�c Area. At another time he had a destroyer shot out from under 
him and struggled to stay alive with some of his comrades on a life boat for 21 
days at sea.

He was given an Honorable Discharge on October 3, 1945 at New Orleans, LA. 
Our mother, Marjorie Cokeley met him and they were married there. Perry spent 
the rest of his life in Gridley, KS and became a very successful businessman, 
owning and operating Johnson Plumbing until his retirement. He passed away 
on January 25, 2006.

Sponsored by Nancy Eccles

perry m. johnson, jr



burlington, kansas

In his own words: Skeet’s story

Marion Lawson (Skeet) was born on July 24th, 1929, southwest of Gridley, KS. I
attended Gridley High School and graduated from Lamont High School in 1948. I had 
one sister and three brothers. My sister, Virginia Birk (Aggie) died in 1978. One of my 
brothers, Robert Gene Lawson, died in 1987. My other brother, Roy B. Lawson, still lives 
in Burlington, KS.

I enlisted in the Navy on June 28, 1948 for three years and was given one more year 
during the Korean War. I was stationed at Long Beach North Island, CA. I was then 
transferred to the carrier USS Wasp 18 and served the rest of my enlistment aboard her. 
I was discharged from the Navy at Norfolk, VA on June 28, 1952.

I attended the American Barber College in Long Beach, CA. It was there that I met 
Nancy, my future wife, while she was working at a doctor’s o�ce. After dating for about 
a year, we decided to travel back to Su�eld to be closer to Nancy’s family. We were 
married in Las Vegas at the Little Church Around the Corner. We then drove a 1949 
Chevy to Connecticut.

I started barbering in Connecticut with an established business, but later left and 
started my own shop. We lived in Connecticut for 18 years before deciding to move to 
Burlington. I then went to work for the State of Kansas and worked for them for over 16 
years. 

In our marriage we had two girls and two boys. We have lost both girls since then but 
our two boys still live in Burlington. Scott, the oldest, is married to Cerece and they 
have twin girls and one boy. Scott works for WestStar as a mechanic. Craig is married to 
Terri and they have one girl and two boys. Craig works at Wolf Creek.

 marion “skeet” lawson



robert s. luke, sr

Robert served in the U. S. Navy during WWll as a LT JG. Upon completion of 
O�cer Candidate School at Notre Dame, Robert was assigned to the USS Spika 
(AK-16) as a supply o�cer. The Spika was a Sirius class cargo ship and was 
responsible for delivering necessary goods and equipment to ships and stations 
in the war zone. The Spika was home based in Seattle and patrolled the Aleutian 
Islands and the Alaskan coast. During this time, she participated in the
campaign to reoccupy Attu. Upon returning to San Francisco, CA, Robert was 
transferred to the USS Culebra Island (ARG-7) as a Gunnery O�cer.
The Culebra Island was a Luzon class internal combustion engine repair ship. 
Departing Norfolk, VA on 30 June 1944 heading for Milne Bay, New Guinea and 
joined the Floating Repair Unit 1 of the 7th Fleet and remained there on repair 
duty until arriving at Hollandia. Here she prepared ships for the Leyte operation 
until she departed for San Pedro Bay, towing a drydock and escorting a tug 
convoy. She remained here repairing and tending ships until being assigned to 
Mindoro to ready LSM’s for the invasions in the southern Philippines. She served 
in Mindoro until assigned to sail to Morotai to serve ships bound for the Borneo 
operation and repaired damaged ships until she returned to Leyte. The Culebra 
Island remained in the Philippines on repair duty until the end of the war and 
then returned to San Diego and served at the US Naval Repair Base. At this time, 
Robert was honorably discharged and returned to Kansas University Law School 
and practiced law for 50 years.

Sponsored by Robert S. Luke, Jr and Linda Luke

burlington, kansas



gridley, kansas

Thomas James Maclaskey, son of James and Corinne Maclaskey, was 
born November 6, 1948 at Emporia, KS. He lived in Virgil, KS until 1961. 
He then moved to the Maclaskey family home in rural Gridley, KS. While 
a teenager, he worked alongside his dad, Grandpa Tom and younger 
brothers on oil �eld pulling units and pumping oil wells. Tom graduated 
from Gridley High School and then attended Emporia State University. 
While there in 1968, he joined the U.S. Navy. His basic training was in 
Great Lakes, IL. While there on August 31, 1968, he married his high 
school sweetheart Kaye Vannocker. Later they spent two years in Puerto 
Rico at Roosevelt Naval Station. While there their �rst daughter was 
born. Tom was then on the aircraft carrier USS Saratoga as a radar man. 
They were mostly in the Mediterranean Sea. 

After his honorable discharge in 1974, he returned to El Dorado, KS to 
work for Skelly Pipeline. While there, their second daughter was born. 
He was transferred to Cushing, OK to work for Texaco Pipeline where he 
was supervisor for o�shore drilling. 

thomas j. maclaskey

Tom loved restoring old cars and after returning moved to Tulsa, OK where he had oil production and did 
contract pumping and trucking for a chemical company. Tom loved working. He enjoyed time spent with his 
family going to grandchildren activities and family gatherings at his mother’s house in Gridley. Tom passed 
away December 7, 2017 after health issues. He will always be remembered by his family and co workers as a 
loving son, dad, and Grandpa. An honest, hard working man.

Sponsored by Corrine Maclaskey



waverly, kansas

Don Masten served in the United States Navy for four 
years.

He achieved the rank of EM12 (E5), Petty O�cer 2nd Class.

Don also served in the Kansas Army National Guard for 
three years and was a Kansas Army National Guard Re-
cruiter SFC (E7) for 16 years.

Sponsored by Georgia Masten

donald e. masten



james l. mcgee

James Lewis McGee was born in Gridley, KS on January 27, 1926 to Banard L. McGee and 
Lavina A. Woods McGee. 
He graduated from Gridley High School in 1944. Acting on advise from his principal, Jay 
traveled to Kansas City for military aptitude testing. Passing both the written and physical 
tests he entered the Navy as a V-12 O�cer Training Candidate/Aviation.
His �rst phase in the V-12 program was taking college courses and basic training at Pittsburg 
State University, Pittsburg, KS. Next, Jay went to the University of Iowa in Iowa City for Pre 
Flight school. As his group �nished Pre Flight training and were awaiting transfer for actual 
�ight instruction, the war ended. 
After discharge from the Navy, Jay returned to Gridley and worked for R.E. French in the oil 
�elds and ran a restaurant. 
Jay graduated from Kansas State Teachers College in May of 1952. He majored in mathemat-
ics with minors in Physical Education and Physical Science. While at KSTC, he pitched for the 
baseball team. 
Elizabeth Johnson of Burlington became his bride in 1952. They moved to Toronto, KS where 
Jay taught math and coached for four years. In the Spring of 1956, their home in Toronto was 
totally destroyed by a tornado as they took cover with their two children in the basement. At 
that point, the family moved to Wichita where Jay worked for Boeing in the industrial engi-
neering department. The McGees moved to Burlington when there was an opening for a 
math teacher. That move led to 31 years of teaching and coaching at Burlington High School. 
Jay retired in May of 1988 with a total of 35 years in the education �eld. Elizabeth retired from 
Peoples National Bank a few years later. 
In their retirement years, Jay and Liz enjoyed going to auctions and collecting antiques. They 
purchased and remodeled several properties to develop their rental business.
The McGees have three children: Renee Trimble (Bruce) of Gridley: Michael McGee, Denver, 

Colorado; Marc McGee (Alyssa) of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Grandchildren are: Tanner Trimble, Emporia; Morgan Trimble, CapeTown, South Africa; 
Maxwell McGee and Quincy McGee, both of Washington, DC.
Jays brothers and sisters also served during World War ll: Banard L. McGee Jr, Navy, USS Indiana; Charles E. McGee, US Army; Florla Lee McGee Ryan 
worked as a civilian at the Herington Army Air�eld. Their father Banard L. McGee Sr. served in WWl with the US Army and was stationed in France 
for three years. 

Sponsored by Renee Trimble

burlington, kansas



horace e. miller
new strawn, kansas



burlington, kansas

Danny entered the U.S. Navy in 1968.

His duty stations included: NAS Pensacola, FL; NAS Milton, FL: and 
NAS Miramar, San Diego, CA. He was assigned to Fighter Squadron 
96 (VF-96) and was attached to Carrier Airwing 9 (CVW-9) as an 
Aviation Ordnance O�cer.

Dan served two deployments to the Gulf of Tonkin Yankee Station 
during the Vietnam con�ict. 

First deployment was on the USS America Aircraft Carrier in 1970. 
His second deployment was on the aircraft carrier, USS
Constellation from 1971-72.

Dan received an Honorable Discharge in 1974.

Sponsored by Dallas Scothorn

 

 danny l. mueller



leroy, kansas
Senior Chief Ohmie is a native of LeRoy, KS, and a graduate of LeRoy High School Class 
of 1994.  He enlisted in the U.S. Navy in February 1996 and attended basic training at 
Recruit Training Command, Great Lakes, IL.  After basic training he attended Aircrew 
Survival Equipmentman “A” School in Millington, TN.  Upon completion he received 
orders to VFA-203, NAS Cecil Field, FL.

Senior Chief Ohmie served as a Survival Equipment Technician and Collateral Duty 
Inspector, at VFA-203.  In May 2000, he transferred to HCS-4, Norfolk, VA.  There he made 
several detachments supporting Naval Special Warfare.  In March 2003, he deployed 
with the squadron to Ali Al Salem AB, Kuwait and Baghdad International Airport (BIAP), 
Iraq in support of OIF.  He attended PR “C” and “F” school in Pensacola, FL intransit to his 
next duty station FRC West Fort Worth, TX.

In April 2008, Senior Chief Ohmie rutruned to sea duty with VR-59, NAS/JRB Fort Worth, 
TX.  He deployed four times to EUCOM, PACOM, and CENTCOM AOR’s in support of 
OIF/OEF/OND.  Additionally, he earned his Bachelor of General Studies from Columbia 
College in May 2009.

Senior Chief Ohmie returned to the Redwolves of HSC-84 in April 2012.  He served as the 
ALSS Division Leading Chief Petty O�cer and the Maintenance Department Leading 
Chief Petty O�cer.  He deployed two times to the CENTCOM AOR in support of OIR/OFS 
and Special Operations Crisis Response Element (SOCRE) operations.

In January 2016, Senior Chief Ohmie transferred to Commander Fleet Logistics Support 
Wing, Fort Worth, TX.  He is currently serving as the ALSS Class Desk program manager.

Sponsored by Jacquie Mitchell

brian d. ohmie

Senior Chief Ohmie is authorized to wear the 
Navy and Marine Corps Commendation

medal (two awards), Navy and Marine Corps
Achievement medal (six awards), Combat 

Action Ribbon, and various unit and
campaign awards.



leroy, kansas
Ron was born January 21, 1951.  He is one of six children of SGT Floyd 
Eugene Ohmie and Marie Anna Kleinsorge Ohmie.  He is a 1969
graduate of LeRoy High School.

He enlisted in the U.S. Navy in January 1970 and attended basic training 
at Recruit Training Command, San Diego, CA.  After basic training he 
attended Aviation Machinist Mate “A” School in Millington, TN.  Upon 
completion, he received orders to VT-6, NAS Whiting Field, FL where he 
served as an Operations scheduler and aircraft mechanic, working on 
T-28 Trojan reciprocating engines.  After four years of honorable and 
faithful service to his country, Ron seperated from the Navy as an
Aviation Machinist’s Mate (Reciprocating Engine Mechanic) Third Class 
Petty O�cer.

Following his Naval service, Ron returned to LeRoy where he worked as 
a carpenter before being hired at Wolf Creek Nuclear Power Plant.  After 
a four year break in service, he joined the Kansas Army National Guard 
in 1978.  He was assigned to Charlie Company, 127th Field Artillery 
Regiment where he served as a Section Chief on a 105mm M101A1 
howitzer.  Ron seperated from the Kansas National Guard in 1981 at the 
rank of Sergeant.

Sponsored by Brian Ohmie

ron ohmie



gridley, kansas

Frank and his family moved to Gridley in June of 1952 after 
purchasing the Gridley Locker and Grocery. The family home 
was at the corner of 1st and Atherly Streets. Frank lived on that 
corner for the next 55 years until his death in 2009.

Frank joined the Navy on June 21, 1942 and became a member 
of the US Navy Armed Guard. He was honorably discharged on 
October 9, 1945.

A notable occurrence happened on March 17, 1943 while Frank 
was serving on the SS William Eustis. The William Eustis was 
struck by torpedoes from a German U-Boat. The entire crew 
plus 30 Armed Guard Sailors abandoned the sinking ship and 
spent the next four hours �oating in the cold Atlantic Ocean. 
They were rescued by a British Royal Navy warship. Frank had 
never learned how to swim! He credited his life jacket for saving 
his life in that cold water. For years the life jacket hung in his 
house with the words: “Lifesaver-Mine!” attached. 

Sponsored by Judy Westerman 

franklin f. paskin



leroy, kansas
Homer peterson was born in Mountain Grove, Missouri, on July 7, 1918.  He was 
the son of Nelson and Mary Etta (Harkness) Peterson.  His date of entry into active 
service in the US Navy was March 9, 1944.  He was stationed at Farragut Navel 
Training Station in Idaho and later served his country on the battleship U.S.S.
Mississippi during World War II.  He recived his honorable discharge on March 18, 
1946 at the rank of seaman second class.

On November 20, 1945, he married Ethel L. Starkebaum at the Methodist Church in 
Yates Center, Kansas.  After his discharge from the Navy in 1946, Homer spent the 
next 49 years being a farmer and dairyman, east of Vernon, Kansas.  Homer & Ethel 
celebrated their 50th anniversary in 1995.  Ethel resides in Burlington with her 
family nearby.  Their children are Lyle and wife Geney of LeRoy, Carol Crawford and 
husband Larry of Ioal and Janice Turner and her late husband David,
Hutchinson, Kansas.  Grandchildren are Jessica Gri�th and husband Mike & Kasey 
Raymer and husband Marc of Burlington.  Great grandchildren are Jalyn and Lane 
Gri�th and Aryn Raymer all of Burlington, Kansas.

Homer and his wife Ethel sold their farm in 1994 and moved to LeRoy, Kansas.  
Homer was a member of the American Dairy Association, Neosho Lodge #27,
AF & AM, Eastern Star #83, York Rite Bodies, Mirza Shrine, and the American Legion.

Homer passed away on September 26, 1997 and was buried with full military 
honors at Yates Center Cemetary, Yates Center, Kansas.

Sponsored by Lyle Peterson

homer peterson



forrest t. rhodes

Forrest received a congressional appointment to the United States Naval 
Academy and arrived in 1956 to become a midshipman. After four years at 
the Academy, he graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in Engineering and was 
commissioned as an Ensign onto active duty.
His �rst set of orders sent him to Long Beach, California where he served on 
the destroyer USS Cowell (DD-547). His tour on the Cowell went from July 
1960 until December 1961, during which time he completed a nine-month 
deployment to the Western Paci�c. In late 1961, Forrest was selected by
Admiral Hyman G. Rickover to serve in the submarine force. After completing 
submarine school in Groton, Connecticut, nuclear power school in Mare 
Island, California, and advance nuclear power training at the Navy’s nuclear 
power training unit in Idaho Falls, Idaho, Forrest reported in September 1963 
to Newport News, Virginia, to begin his tour aboard the USS James Madison 
(SSBN-627), a newly constructed ballistic missile submarine that was under-
going sea trials. After her commissioning in July 1964, the Madison became 
stationed in Charleston, South Carolina, although the boat itself spent little 
time there. Ballistic missile submarines were sta�ed with two full crews (Blue 
and Gold) that rotated onboard for three months at sea patrols. Forrest was 
assigned to the Gold Crew and during his �rst patrol he completed
submarine warfare quali�cations, earning his Gold Dolphins. In February 
1966, after completing a second patrol aboard the Madison, Forrest received 
orders to serve as an instructor at the Nuclear Power Training Unit in Idaho. In 
August 1967, Forrest was honorably discharged at the rank of Lieutenant and 
began his career in the civilian nuclear power industry. 

Sponsored by Judith Rhodes

burlington, kansas



clarence rich jr.

Clarence Rich Jr enlisted in the United States Navy on April 15, 1968 at the 
age of 19.

He completed basic training at Great Lakes Naval Station near Chicago, 
Illinois.

After basic training Clarence attended Basic Electricity & Electronics, a 
six-week course. Upon completion of BE&E classes, he attended Electrician 
Mates A School, a ten week course. At completion of Electrician Mates course 
Clarence received orders to Vietnam. First, he needed to complete Survivor & 
Weapons training at Little Creek, Virginia, which was a three-week training 
course.

Clarence was deployed to Saigon, Vietnam on February 9, 1969.

From Saigon, he was transferred to Binh Thuy Naval River Patrols Boats.

His last 7 month tour he was assigned a river patrol boat to prepare for turn 
over to Vietnamese personnel. He repaired PBR and helped train the
Vietnamese sailors. Clarence was stationed at Binh Thuy from
February 12, 1969 to May 1, 1971.

Clarence was honorably discharged from the Navy on May 5, 1971.

Sponsored by Rosemarie Rich

burlington, kansas



clarence r. roth

Clarence Roth served in the United States Navy Co 
450-44, Regiment 5, Battalion 18. In 1944, he was 
aboard the USS Gilbert in Washington State. He did 
Morse Code and radar.

Sponsored by Cameron Roth

burlington, kansas



george smith
burlington, kansas



burlington, kansas

Merle Smith was born September 29, 1928 near Wann, 
OK.

He joined the U.S. Navy in 1946 and served aboard the 
USS Bremerton. While stationed in Shanghai, China, he 
earned the Heavyweight boxing title.

After leaving service, he owned a boxing ring in Joplin, 
MO and was Golden Gloves Champion. Merle moved his 
family to Burlington in 1972 and operated Smitty’s Apco 
Service for over 21 years. 

Merle was a gifted musician and played mandolin. He
entertained residents in area nursing homes for many 
years. Merle passed away December 5, 2013.

Sponsored by Laverne Smith

 

merle g. smith



burlington, kansas

Jerry Sowder graduated from Burlington High School and 
soon after enlisted in the U.S. Navy in the Spring of 1963.

He attended boot camp in San Diego, CA. After completing 
boot camp, he remained in California for Radioman school. 

After graduation he transferred to Charleston, SC for duty 
aboard the USS Sellers DGG11.

In June 1966, he transferred to the USS Manley to serve in 
Vietnam. After serving for one year in Vietnam he was
discharged in May 1967.

Years later he joined the Kansas National Guard.

Sponsored by Jill Sowder

 

 jerry sowder



brad s. stiner

Brad Stiner joined the Navy July 3, 2001.

Upon completion of boot camp in Chicago, IL, he was assigned to the USS 
Theodore Roosevelt CVN-71 out of Norfolk, VA. While onboard the Roosevelt, 
Brad made two 9 month deployments, one to the Persian Gulf and one
Mediterranean deployment in support of Operation Enduring Freedom and 
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

In April 2006, Brad transferred to Navy Recruiting District Denver and was 
assigned to a recruiting station in Colorado Springs where he spent the next 
4 years recruiting highly quali�ed men and women for the Navy.

In 2010, he was transferred to San Diego, CA to the USS Decatur DDG-73 
where he made three 9 month deployments to the Persian Gulf.

Brad transferred from the USS Decatur in October 2015 and was assigned to 
Naval Munitions Command Paci�c Conus West Division Unit Seal Beach, in 
Seal Beach, CA.

Brad currently lives in Norfolk, VA with his wife Andrea and their two
daughters, Katelyn and Emmie.  He is serving aboard the USS John C. Stennis.

Over the last 18 years, Brad’s deployments have taken him to: Bahrain, Dubai, 
France, Spain, Italy, Greece, Slovenia, Turkey, Philippines, India, Singapore, 
Thailand, Canada, Panama, Fiji, Hawaii and Guam.

Sponsored by Vicki Stiner

burlington, kansas



crettion russ taylor
new strawn, kansas



ed taylor

Ed joined the Navy at the age of 20 in 1970.

He was assigned to boot camp in San Diego, CA. He then went to Navy 
Nuclear Power School in Bainbridge, MD and quali�ed in submarines.

Ed served in the Atlantic Fleet in Europe and in the Mediterranean Sea.

He left the Navy in 1981 and went to work at Wolf Creek. He retired in 
2007 and went to work for the Co�ey County Sheri�’s O�ce in 2010 as 
a jailer. 

Ed is the lucky husband of Alicia Taylor whom he married in 1979. He is 
also the proud father of two sons, Ed and Tim, and two daughters, 
Heather Riley and Stephanie Warkentine. Ed has 8 grandchildren and 1 
great grandson.  

Sponsored by Alicia Taylor

burlington, kansas



michael l. thompson

Mike is the Chief Meteorologist for FOX 4 and provides weather for the 5. 6. 9. and 10 PM news-
casts. Before joining FOX 4 in 1992, Mike was chief meteorologist at KCTV in Kansas City for nine 
years.
Mike was born in Wichita, Kansas, grew up in Burlington, KS, and graduated from Burlington High 
School. He studied meteorology in the United States Navy, where he was a weather forecaster 
aboard the USS Lexington until 1979. He began his television career in Oklahoma City at 
KOKH-TV and KWTV. He then moved to WPCQ-TV in Charlotte, North Carolina. 
Mike is a holder of the American Meteorological Society (AMS) Seal of Approval. The seal is given 
to those broadcast meteorologists who display an excellence in presenting their weather 
program to viewers in a manner that enhances the science of meteorology. In 2006, he became 
the �rst Certi�ed Broadcast Meteorologist (CBM) in Kansas City. The CBM program certi�es that 
the holder meets speci�c educational and experience criteria and has passed rigorous testing in 
their knowledge and communication of meteorology and related sciences needed to be an 
e�ective broadcast meteorologist. The CBM seal is awarded by the AMS.   
Mike was one of the �rst three weather forecasters in the United States to use Doppler radar on 
air. Between 2006 and 2014, he has won six Emmy Awards for his meteorological work on air and 
in the community. He was nominated for an Emmy Award in 2005 for Best Weathercaster, and in 
2000 for a weather special on the Oklahoma City tornado. In 1997, he was one of 100 meteorolo-
gists from across the United States to be personally invited by President Clinton to attend a 
Global Warming conference in Washington, DC. During that same year, he received an Emmy 
nomination in the category of “Weathercaster”. In 1994, Mike was recognized in a national publi-
cation as one of the “top 15 best local weathercasters” from markets as large as Boston, Washing-
ton, DC, Dallas, San Francisco, and Chicago. Mike was a recipient of the Kansas City Media Profes-
sional’s “Best TV Reporter-Weather “for 1988, 1991, 1993 and inducted into the Hall of Fame in 

1994. Mike has been writing and producing “Weathering the Storm”, an educational weather show designed for school children since 1995. 
Hundreds of thousands of children have attended this program held each year at Kaufman Stadium in conjunction with the Kansas City Royals.
In 2008, Mike was inducted into the National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences Silver Circle at the Mid-America 2008 Emmy Gala in St. Louis. 
Every year NATAS inducts television professionals with 25 or more years of outstanding service in television into the prestigious Silver Circle.
O� camera, Mike enjoys water sports, volleyball, music, playing the guitar, and BBQ! Mike and his wife Leanne live in Shawnee, KS. They have 
three grown children. 

Sponsored by Nancy Thompson

burlington, kansas



william jay “bill” tompkins

William Jay Tompkins was known around Co�ey County as 
“Bill”.
 
He joined the U.S. Navy in June 1966. He was assigned to the 
Sea Bees part of the Navy.

While in active duty, Bill was deployed to Vietnam. He was 
stationed at Da Nang, Chu Loi, Dong Ha, Con Tien, and Cam Lo. 
For his service in Vietnam, Bill was awarded the Vietnam
Service Metal and Bronze Star. He also received the Vietnam 
Campaign Medal, Navy Battle E�ciency, National Defense 
Service Medal & Navy Commendation Ribbon.

Upon being discharged from the Navy in October 1969, Bill 
continued to serve by co-sponsoring a new veteran program 
in Co�ey County. This program allowed veterans to have
specialized tags for their vehicles. Bill also helped in approving 
the MIA plaque for Floyd Robinson which is displayed on
Hwy 75.

In December of 2015 Bill passed away from bone cancer which 
the doctor said could have been caused by exposure to the 
chemical Agent Orange in Vietnam. 

Sponsored by Carol Tompkins

burlington, kansas



leroy, kansas

Robert Torrey was born in Western New York in 1972. He was 
raised in a Navy family, spending his childhood in Japan and 
Greece. He graduated from basic training as the leader of the 
Honor Guard. Based out of San Diego, he worked in Intelligence, 
intercepting enemy messages while deployed o� the coast of
Somalia and in the Persian Gulf. He received the distinction of 
“Shellback” during these deployments. 

After his discharge, he received his degree in IT Systems
Management from San Diego State University before working 
on Capitol Hill with numerous Congressmen and Senators. He 
worked at the Department of Veterans A�airs before tiring of 
city life and moving to Kansas.

Sponsored by Jennifer Grogg 

 robert torrey



raymond c. vaughn

Raymond Charles Vaughn was a very dedicated member of the Co�ey 
County community and a lover of all people of all kinds. Along with his 
lovely wife Florence whom he wed in 1942, they were a solid �xture in 
Co�ey County for almost 50 years.

Raymond was a proud WWll veteran, serving in the US Navy aboard an 
attack transport ship. He was at the majority of the major battles in the 
Paci�c theatre including Guadalcanal, Okinawa, and Iwo Jima, where he 
witnessed the tide turn red with the blood of his fellow servicemen. It was 
something he never got over. He also was aboard the second ship into 
Tokyo Bay for the signing of the Peace Accord, ending the war.

After the war, Raymond and Florence settled in Burlington where they
operated the Co�ey County Livestock auction for many years. Later, he 
partnered with his wonderful friend Karen Allen Reeves to successfully 
operate Rock Creek Realty and Insurance.

Raymond was very active in the local community as well as State
government. He served as president of the fair board, was a member of the 
Burlington City Council, school board, Burlington Masonic Lodge, a 
four-term member of the Kansas House of Representatives and tireless 
volunteer as an auctioneer for community fundraisers.

Sponsored by Cameron and Jenny Roth

burlington, kansas



leroy, kansas

Vernon F. Walker graduated from Burlington High School in 1951.

He joined the Navy in 1951 and retired in 1976, serving in both 
the Korean and Vietnam wars.

After retiring he �nished his college education at Pittsburg State 
and had a degree in shop and woodworking. He taught at
Burlington Middle School for several years. Vern and wife, Jane 
bought the café in Leroy in 1988. They ran the café 1988 until 
Vern’s death in 1991. Jane continued the café for 10 more years. 

He loved his three children, Tammy, Kim, and Daniel. Vern also had 
three grandchildren, Shona, Shelli, and Cody.

Sponsored by Jane Walker 

 vernon f. walker



new strawn, kansas

Jim Weeks was born in Hill City, Kansas. He was the �rst born son of Kenneth and Esther Weeks. He
attended school in Hill City and graduated from Hill City High School in May of 1972. In July 1972 during 
the Vietnam War, Jim Weeks enlisted in the Navy’s Delay Program and commenced his active duty
September 6 of that year. He enlisted in the Navy Occupational School Guaranteed Program for
guaranteed schooling in the Nuclear Power Field. Jim received basic training in Orlando, Florida. Upon 
completing basic training he was transferred to Great Lakes Naval Station to attend Machinist Mate A 
School. He graduated number one in his class and attained the raink of Machinist Mate Third Class. After 
Machinist Mate A School, Jim was transferred to the USS PUTNAM DD757 a World War II destroyer home 
ported in New Orleans. When he arrived in New Orleans the Mardi Gras Celebration had just started. Jim 
was a member of the USS PUTNAM’s decommissioning crew. Jim completed the requirements to 
increase in rank to a Machinist Mate Second Class while on the USS PUTNAM. He was then transferred to
Bainbridge, Maryland to attend Nuclear Power School. During the Christmas break he went home to 
marry his high school sweetheart Illa Maley on December 29, 1973 and they traveled back to
Bainbridge, Maryland to �nish Nuclear Power School. After successfully graduating from Nuclear Power 
School he was transferred to the Navy’s Nuclear Prototype at Boston Spa, New York. Jim and Illa made 
their home in Saratoga Springs, New York. Jim was second in his class to qualify as a mechanical
operator of the D1G nuclear Prototype. He was selected from his class to remain at the Prototype for 
two additional years as a classroom instructor where he taught the mechanical systems to the new 
classes of enlisted and o�cer students. Jim attained the rank of Machinist Mate First Class while at D1G 
Prototype. Jim received orders to become a crew member of SNOOK USSN 592 a nuclear fast attack 
submarine stationed in San Diego, California. While on the SNOOK Jim completed his submariner
quali�cation and received his Dolphin’s. 

jim weeks

Jim also quali�ed as Engineering Watch Supervisor, the highest enlisted quali�cation in the nuclear engineering spaces. The SNOOK completed its 
1000th surface, a major accomplishment for a submarine, and completed a West Pac while Jim was on board. Jim visited the ports of Pearl Harbor, 
Subic Bay in the Philippine’s, Chinhae in South Korea and the Navy port in Guam. During his time in the Navy Jim received the National Defense 
Service Medal, Good Conduct Medal and the Navy Expeditionary Medal. Jim was honorably discharged from the Navy on September 27, 1978. Upon 
discharge from the Navy in 1978, Jim accepted a position with KG&E at the Nuclear Power plant being built near Burlington, Kansas. Jim and Illa 
made their home in New Strawn, Kansas, where they raised their two daughters, Ashley Haller and Alisa James. Jim graduated from Kansas State 
University on December 11, 1988 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Engineering Technology with an emphasis in Nuclear Reactor Operation.



willis “warren” white

Warren White was born and raised in rural Melvern, KS.

He joined the U.S. Navy in October 1944 and served two years 
on a LST during World War II.

He attained the rank of Fireman First Class while serving in the 
Navy.

After the war, he married Joan Rudolph in 1948. They had 
seven children. 

He spent his life farming, driving a truck, and was a Kansas 
State Forester at Melvern Lake. He died September 3, 2007.

Sponsored by Tammy White

waverly, kansas



kenneth doyle williams
leroy, kansas



leroy, kansas

Kenneth Russell Winn was born to Richard and Margaret Winn on 
August 22, 1926 in Topeka, KS. He entered into service in 1944 while 
he was still in his Senior year of high school. Kenneth began his Navy 
training at the Great Lakes and �nished preparing for war in Norman, 
OK.

Kenneth was then stationed in San Francisco before being shipped 
out to the Philippine Islands. World War II was in full force. His job was 
to steer the LCM (Landing Craft Maneuver) from the ship to the island 
and drop the door to let the soldiers run to shore.

Kenneth returned home in 1946 where he, after �nishing high school, 
took a job at a Topeka grocery store where he met his future wife, 
Betty Lea (Stroud). He then purchased and ran his own grocery store 
in North Topeka and married Betty. They sold the store soon after and 
moved to LeRoy to live out the remainder of his years farming and 
ranching.

Kenneth passed away December 14, 2013 at age 87. He left his wife, 
two children, and many grand and great-grandchildren.

Sponsored by True Enterprise

kenneth russell winn



waverly, kansas

Willard Harry Yockey was born in Quenemo, KS on October 7, 1918 
to Wilber and Pearl Yockey. Willard graduated from Waverly High 
School in 1937. 

He married Elouise Harrison and together they had one daughter, 
Brenda Joyce Yockey on November 12, 1941. 

Willard signed up for the United States Navy on October 1, 1943 
and became active October 14, 1943 until December 30, 1945. He 
was able to serve together with his Uncle Cli�ord Yockey. 

Willard served on the following vessels and stations: USNRS in 
Kansas City, MO; Construction Battalions USNCTC in VA; NCBTC in 
Camp Pendleton: Oceanside, CA; 142nd NCB in Port Hueneme, CA; 
30th Naval Construction Battalion; Hawaiian Islands and the
Philippines. Willard installed and maintained telephones during
his service.

Sponsored by Brenda Hinderliter

willard harry yockey



On behalf of the Floyd Lewis Foundation
and the citizens of Coffey County, Kansas:

FOR SERVING
Thank you

It is with great honor and respect, that we sincerely thank you for your service.
We thank you for your dedication to perservere in the face of conflict, your selfless sacrifice,

and your unwavering courage to protect our freedom.
We are forever grateful.
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